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It will give the people a sound currrency of uni- 
form value throughout the Union, which is just as 
necessary to the successful operation of all 
branches of business as pure air or water is to the 

reservation of human life or health. 

Jt will revive and extend commercial intercourse, 
which, for the want of a common medium, has 
been almost suspended between different paris of 
the Union. 

lt will reduce domestic exchange from the enor- 
mous premiums and discounts now frequently paid 
to the moderate standard growing cut of the mere 
cost and insurance on the risk of transporting spe- 
cie from one to another part of the Union. 

It will, consequently, save hundreds of thousands 
of dollars now annually Jost in transactions of ex- 
change. 

It will essentially benefit the manufacturing in- 
terest by enabling it to realize sales and the pro- 
ceeds of sales. 

It will powerfully contribute to the resumption 
of specie payments by the banks, whose existing 
delinquency is the greatest source of all prevailing 
pecuniary and financial embarrassments. 

It will greatly tend to prevent and correct the ex- 
cesses and abuses of the jocal banks. 

It will furnish a medium common to all parts of 
the Union for the payment of debts and dues to the 
Government; thus rendering duties and taxes uni- 
form in tact as well as in name. 

It is indispensable to the convenient and success- 
ful financial operations of the Government in ail 
the departments of collection, safe-keeping, and 
disbursements of the public revenue. 

Such are some of the domestic benefits which 
the committee fully believe will be secured bya 
National Bank. Those which apperiain to our fo- 
reign relations are also worthy of serious conside- 
ration. 

If it be true that money is power, ils concentra- 
tion under the direction of one will, sole or collec- 
tive, must augment the power. A nation, without 
such a concentration of power, maintaining exten- 
sive commercial intercourse with another nation 
possessing it, must conduct that intercourse on a 
condition of inequality and disadvantage. Na- 
tional Banks, in other countries, beget the neces- 
sity, theretore, of a National Bank in this country, 
in like manner as National Governments in fo- 
reign nations must be met by a National Govern- 
ment in ours. 

Accordingly, we have seen the influence exerted 
by the Bank of England upon American interests, 
when those interests were exposed to the action of 
that Bank, and were left without the protection of 
a Bank of the United States. The committee do 
not wish to be understood as intending to express 
any approbation of the commercial operations in 
which the Pennsylvania Bank, assuming the name 
of the Bank of the United States, engaged, when 
that state of things arose. 

Bat they do mean to say that the interests and 
dignity of the United States demand that they 
should not be exposed, beyond the necessary and 
legitimate influence of monetary aad commercial 
Operations, to the action of a foreiga banking in- 
stitution. They believe that, without a competent 
Bank of the United States, foreign National Banks 
may and probably will exercise an undue and pos- 
sibly pernicious influence upon eur interests. 

_ In this view of the case, the question is, whether 
it is better that we should be left liable to be mate- 
tially affected by a foreign institution, in which 
we have no interest, over which we can exert no 
control, which is administered solely in reference 
to foreign interests, or we shail have an American 
Bank, the creature of our will, subject to American 
authority, and animated by American interests, 
feelings, and sympathies? 

commitiee could not entertain a ‘doubt in 
such an alternative. And, in reference to the 
foreign aspect of the Bank, the committee thought 
it expedient to allow itto deal in foreign’ bills of 
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exchange,which are the barometer of the stateof our 
foreign trade. 

In conclusion, the committee think it proper to 
say that they havegiven due consideration to the 
various memorials referred to them, and to the 
instructions moved bya Senator from Missir- 
sippi. 

They subjoin that wherever, in this report, the 
commities is mentioned, a majority of the commit- 
tee is to be understood. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. CLAY ihen renewed his motion to 
&c.; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, the Se- 
lect Commiitee on the subject of the Currency was 
discharged from the further consideration of all 
the subjects which had been referred to tt. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
the cities of New York and Buffalo in iavor of the 
passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials from 
citizens of New York in favor of the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; and three memorials from 
the same cily remonstrating against the passage of 
any bankrupt law; which were severaliy referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK picesented a memorial from the 
Board of Trade of Baltimore in favor of the char- 
ter of a National Bank; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a enemorial 
praying for the passage of a general bankrapt law; 
and 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two memo- 
rials from citizens of New York in favor of a bank- 
rupt law; which were ieferred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY submitted a resolution to the effect 
that, from and after the 22:1 instant, the hour of 
meeting of the Senate be 10 o’clock, instead of 12, 
as heretofore 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy fur- 
nish a siatement of the number of old-fashioned 
pistols and muskets at present belonging to the na- 
val service. 

CONDITION OF THE FINANCES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion ef Mr. Cray of Kentucky to print 1500 
copies of the report of the Secreiary o! the Trea- 
sury on the state of the finances. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after a few preliminary re- 
marks, ohserved that it was impossible for any one 
to read the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
without being sirack with the fact that ils object 
was to make it appear that there was to be a large 
deficit at the ena of the year. ‘To support this po- 
sition, ene thing was essential—correciness in the 
data upon which the assumption was based. So 
many gross errors had already been pointed out in 
that data by those who had gone before him, (Mr. 
CaLHOUN,) in reviewing the report, that he should 
not think it necessary to advert to them in detail, 
but would confine himself to a single reference to 
the conclusion at which the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury had arrived. This reference was with a view 
of ascertaining what in reality would be the deficit, 
upon the Secretary’s own showing, at the end ot 
the year. He (Mr. CaLnoun) would enter into 
this investigation in a way which would enable him 
to lay the maatter so clearly before the Senate, as to 
leave no doubt on the mind of any gentleman present 
thathis deductions were indisputable. For the sake of 
brevity and accuracy he had reduced his caleula- 
tions to writing, and would now state them, pre- 
mising that what he would prove would be this; 
that instead of the enormous deficit set dowa by 
the Secreiary of the Treasury, his report proves 
that the deficit at the end of the year, cannot ex- 
ceed $1,743,974. 

He makes the aggregate oulstanding appropria- 
tions on the 4th of March $33,429,616 50. 

The receipts from the Ist of January to the 4th 
of March, he seis down at $4,212,540 07. And 
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he states the receipts for the residue of the yéar at 
$20,750,395 84, giving by estimate, for the means 
of the year, $24,942,935 91. 

He puts down the appropriations for the year 
at $17,937,981. The permanent appropriations at 
$1,781,115. The Treasury notes due and payable 
in the year, at $5,253,831 

He then estimates the outstanding appropriations 
at the end of the year at $9,296,616, making a reduc- 
lion on the outstanding appropriations of the preced- 
ing year, which were $12 306,265, of $3,009,849; 
and the last sum added to the first three, namely, 
$17,937,981, $1,781,115, and $5 283,831, making 
together $23,12,776, the aggregate expenditure of 
the year. In reference to the $5,253,831 for Trea- 
sury notes, it is to be remarked that he puts down 
for the same Treasury notes in the body of his re- 
portthe sam of $5,413,592 72, making a difference 
of $130,000—another example of carelessness and 
error. 

But, te return to the aggregate expense of the 
year which he makes $28,012,776, from which his 
means, as before stated, must be deducted, namely, 
$24,942,935, and we find his deficit, according to 
his own data, 1s $3,069,841. This, however, is not 
deficit then, for it includes $1,110,611 of Treasury 
notes issued under the act of 1840, between the 31st 
of December and 4th of March, and not due til! 
1842, which, with $215,151 in the mint, making to- 
gether $1,325,762 deducted, reduces his deficit to 
$1,743,979, the sam he (Mr. Catnoun) undertook 
to show that the Secretary’s own report would prove 
the only deficit he could have at the end of the 
year. Now take this nett deficit from the deficit of 
$16,088,215 which he assumes, and itis found that 
he makes an over estimate of no less a sum than 
$14 344,226. 

[Here Mr. CaLnoun went into other calcula- 
tions to show that even the deficit of $1,743,979 
which he bad reduced the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury’s calculation to, might be reduced by taking 
aceount of minor funds available, to $1,149,179; 
and proving an exaggeration of deficit to the amount 
of $14 939,036 ] The deficit then, at the end of 
the year, (obeerved Mr. C.) is but $1,149,000; and 
for what has this been swelled up io more than 
sixteen millions? That would be seen presenily. 
‘The sixteen miliion deficit was not all. The Se- 
cretary had added a very heavy sum for carrying 
on fortifications. But why should that also be 
made a deficit? What was there in the system of 
fortifications on which this sum was to be expend- 
ed, which coald justify that expenditure at a time 
itis declared there isso much debt and deficit? 
For his (Mr. C’s) part he thought the whole sys- 
tem of fortification now in progress ought to be 
»uspended for the present. 

But, it may be asked, why has the Secretary of 
the Treasury shown this extraordinary solicitmde 
to make out a deficiency? Was it merely to bring 
odium on his predecessors in office, and show the 
people in whata bad condition the late Administra- 
tion had lefi the Treasury? Not altogether so. He 
had higher objects in view: he was on a broader 
tack. It was te lay the foundation for the super- 
stractare of the great measures which this ex- 
tra session of Congress was to consummate. 
And this leads to the question, what are 
ihese measures? They are: First, a funded 
debt; sEconD, a National Bank; TaiRD, an one- 
rous system of taxation; and rourTH, a distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands—a per- 
manent branch of the revenue of the country—and 
to bedistributed, for what? Why, jastin order to 
make a national debt! For the Secretary has not 
left us ata less to know of what his national debt 
is to consist, Itis learned from his report thatit is 
to be created out of this sixteen millions of deficit, 
six millions for a new United States Bank, and nine 
millions three hundred and odd thousands to be 
subseribed by the United States on behalf of the 
Siates in their individual capacities. What right 
has Congress to make this subscription on behalf 
of any State without its own legislative action, or 
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right of action, on the subject? Tne Secretary 
himeelf felt the force of this question, and, to give 
some color of right, he has taken a liberty which 
no other officer of the Government has ever taken 
—he has cal!ed it it adebt due by the United States 
to the several States. He has even called that an ap- 
propriation, that never was appropriated. And he 
proposes that the United States shall pay interest 
to the States for a debt due by them ‘o the United 
States! And he makes this extraordinary proposi- 
tion: that if any State does not choose to take the 
share allotted to it, that share shal! be transferred 
to some other State willing to take it. 

He proposes to lay a heavy and onerous tax on 
the community, in the shape of an increased tar. ff; 
to raise duties on all articles of commerce import- 





the people twelve millions of dollars. And for 
‘ what purpose? To meet the interest on this debt, 
which mainly grows out of the subscription to this 
new United States Bank, that the managers of it 
may geta gratuity of two or three handred thou- 
sand dollars a year. The next object of this bur- 
densome taxation is to cover the transfer of the 
permaneni! revenue from the public lands, that is, 
to lay on a tax equal in amount to that which is 
transferred, with the addition of expenses! 

What is the motive for these extraordinary mea- 
sures? The answer is given by gentlemen on 
the opposite side: 'o relieve the distress of the coun- 
iry! Who is meant by “the country?” The peo 
ple? The tax-paying people? The community which 
expects nothing from the Government-—which asks 
nothing but justice, and to be let alone? Is 
it, indeed, for their benefit? He (Mr. Catnoun) 
would put itto the Senator on the other side who 
had so arden'ly advocated these measures, to say, 
will the debt of thirty-one millions relieve the peo- 
ple? Woiuit relieve them to put an additional 
borden on them of twelve millions a year in the 

) shape of taxation? Will the distribution of their 
€ permanent revenue from the sale of public lands 
reiicve the peopic? Willit relieve them to mort- 
. gace, ata heavy interest, the thousand millions of 
| acres of the pudlic lands yet in reserve for per- 
manent revenue} fs all this to be the relief to the 

people which they are to get from the new Admi- 

2 nistration? 
sice tell the people at the Presilential canvass that 
. this change of men and measures was necessary to 
j relieve the country; and do they now rise in their 
places, in the Senate chamber ef that country, and 
dare to say to the people, “‘our relief is to tax you 
—to lay a permanent mortgage on your public 
lands—to raise the price of the foreign articles you 
consume twenty per cent; this was what we meant 
when we promised you relief.” If this is not re- 
lief to the people, to whom canrit be re:ief? To 
whom but to those who are not the tax payers? 
To whom but to the tax consumers—the de- 
pendants cn the Government which distributes 
the taxes—the hundred thousand expectants of 
office to be rewarded for their electioneer- 
ing labors—the holders of the stock in this 
new Fiscal Agent Bank—the mercenary por- 
tion of the State Legislatures?’ These are the only 
persons to be relieved by the present measures. 
The reliet will be to them, not to the people, who 
are to get the reverse of what they were led to ex- 
pect. To the icle horde of expectants, these mea- 
sures will bring greatrelief. That description of 
persons must be,no doubt, the class which com. 
pose “ihe country,” so much in distress. They 
are famishiog, hungry, howling for prey. The 
stock brokers, the speculators, the bank managers, 
are crying out for this relief; and well they may 
cry out for the system that enabled them to thrive 
on the labors of others. On this Government, and 
the renewal of their system, they now depend for 
relief, and they are going to obtain it. The 
Es measures now projected, are the very mes- 
e sures that brought them into existence. Is 
fF there any man conversant with the history 
B| of the country, who dces not know that 
Ft measures as these were at the bottom of 
oo the Joriginal «division of political parties in 
it this Government? The first step was the 
creation of a national debt, and its result, in- 
creased taxation to feeda National Bank. To 
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these was now to be superadded another measure 
which he conceived to be more unconstitu- 
tional, more obnoxious, and more danger- 
eus than either of the others—the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. He 
{Mr. CaLnoun] knew, and he regretted their de- 
lusion, that there were honest men laboring under 
the strange hallucination, that they were now bat- 
tling for the same Democratic principles they once 
so ably maintained, in giving their support to these 
measnres? Do they not see that the very system 
they combated so nobly, is reconstructing in these 
measures? It was to him (Mr. Catn un) a most 
extraordinary—a wonderful thing, that these honest 
men could so delude themselves, or be deluded. 
He hoped that time would open their eyes: that 
they would soon see they are on the wrong side: 
that, instead of continuing to battle for, they 
are battling against the great body of the people— 
the real Democracy to which they once belonged: 
that they are battling on the side opposed to their 
own principles. ‘they will soon find out that this 
extra session of Congress has been convened with 
a view of resuscitating the Hamiltonian system 
and rendering it stiJl more anti-Democratic than 
it ever was, by the addition of this new and decep- 
tive feature of distributing a permanent source of 
revenue. Ifthe movers of these measures shall 
succeed—if they shall establish them—he (Mr. 
CaLnoun) would not say that they would lay the 
foundation of a revolution, but that they had 
already consummated a _ revolution as disas- 
trons to public liberty as our great revolution 
was glorious. And the success of these measures 
will be the consummation of that new revolution 
which will be more ruinous in its effects than the 
history of any country has ever given to the world 
—a transfer of the power of the Government from 
the people to a moneyed oligarchy—more odions 
and more exacting than any described infhistory. 

Who can doubt what was the object ot the fra- 
mers of our Constitution? Who can doubt that 
those wise and true patriots contemplated any 
other object but that of establishing a pure system 
of Democracy—a system for the people—the real 
people? Adopt the measures now urged upon Con- 
gress—let them pass by force of majorities, in spite 
of argament and reas.u—au { the power vested by 
that Constitution in the people, will pass from their 
bands into the hands of a power which it was con- 
structed to protect them against. It will pass into the 
hands of a few masier rulers, backed by their hun- 
dred thousand dependants to keep possession of 
their power. 

It is proposed to establish a most injurious part- 
nership between a mercenary institution and the 
General Government, by creating a debt of thirty 
millions to foraish capital for this partnership be- 
tween the creator and the thing created. And for 
what? To add to ibe power of the Government 
by means drawn from the strength of the peo- 
ple. But to seduce the local protectors of the 
people, it is proposed to divide this iniquitous 
partnership with the States. To bribe them, they 
are offered relief from their debts, by the establish- 
ment of a national debt. The power of the local 
Governments and of the General Gevernment is 
to be consolidated by a bribe of partnership. 
When this is consummated, is there any man can 
lay his hand to his heart, and say itis not his belief 
—his conviction—that this unkoly union of Govern- 
ments will give agreater cembination of power than 
the people evercan control, much less overcome? As 
this combination is strengthened, so in pro; ortion are 
the people weakened. The capitai of the people 
is abstracted from them to create a debt, the inte- 
rest of which is to paralyze them, while it invi- 
gorates the instrument of their enervation, this 
power-e -nvolidating Bank. The people are to be 
so weakeved, and their opponents so strengthened, 
that in the words of the nic Prirst of Democracy, 
the result must ultimately be, not only a union of 
powers opposed to the people, but a concentration 
finally ending ina single individual. Are we not 
in the midst of a fearful struggle for unlimited 
power?’ Threatened with the same aristocratic 
ambition for dominion, which once well nigh over- 
tarnedall the institutions, for the attainment of 
which the blood of our ancestors was shed? If this 
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ambition is not interposed here, nothing can save 
the people. Their sovereignty is but an idle name 
—their power and their liberties are gone. He 
would say to the people of this country, look wel! 
to the fiscal action of our Government, and espe. 
cially to its disbursements. Fiscal action consists of 
two parts, that of taxation, and that of distribution 
The proper limits of taxation may be extremely 
difficult to adjust; but the fiscal action of the Go. 
veroment in relation to the distribution is not so 
uncertain. If the money received in the shape of 
tax is burned or destroyed, the loss falls equally on 
the people. But that is not the case with regard 
to distribution. ; 

Take the whole process of taxation and distriby. 
tion tegether—and it is unnecessary to view them 
sepatately—they must be viewed in combination — 
and i! is obvions that one portion of the communi'y 
pays more into the Treasury than they take out of 
it, in the shape of distribution, and the other puts 
less into it than they take out cf it, in the same 
shape of distribution. What is the result? One 
part of the community bears the burden of taxa- 
tion, and the other is supported by its distribution. 
If there. was no other cause, this alone would divide 
any community into opposing and conflicting inte. 
resis—the tax-paying and the tax-receiving. Every 
man must see that if this is the result of unequal 
taxation and disbursements, the power which con- 
trcls taem, when to it is superadded the power of a 
great banking system, and the widespread opera- 
tions of a public debt, can easily subjugate one 
portion of the community to do its will, for the over- 
throw of the other, as the power of any despotism 
on earth. 

To illustrate this in detail, he would select two 
counties on the other side of the river—the eoun- 
ties of Fairfax and Loudoun. Suppose they agree 
to form a little Republic in themselves. Suppose 
the property and resourees of each were equal, the 
income of the both being $300,000, and they were 
to be to be governed by the votes of the majority. 
Suppose their Legisla'ure should levy a tax of 
$100,000 on each county, which would bring 
$200,000 into the common treasury. But then 
Loudoun has a greater population, and a stronger 
vote in the Legislature, and by her majority she 
should appropriate the whole $200,000 to im- 
prove ments in roads, cana's, &c. within her 
own limits. Is it not clear that Loudoun, in- 
stead of being a sufferer to the amount of 
$100,000, is an actual gainer of $100,000; and she 
will be twice as rich as Fairfax under that single 
operation. Suppose $500,000 is drawn from them 
—$250,000 from each—to be put into a bank for 
its own benefit. A great difference may arise. 
Take the tax levied for the purpose from Loudoun 
or Fairfax, and it goes to indigduals. Bat sup- 
pose the bank is located in Loudoun, you create 
then an aristocracy which will soon grow into 
power enough, first to rule Loudoun, and, through 
its accumulated power, Faixfax. 

The aristocratic principle is coeval with the ex- 
istence of our Government. It has been resisted 
for fifty years, and successfully, and was pros- 
trated in the dust. Bat recently an unexpected 


turn of circumstances has brought its advo- 
cates into power, and now under the pre- 
tence of relief to the country, the attempt 


will be made to rebuild it. Is it not, then, the 
duty of the minority in this chamber, who have 
always resisted this encroachment—the duty of 
every public man who regards the interest of his 
constituency—to be more than ever vigilant and 
cautious on all occasions of taxation aad distriba- 
tion coming before them? Is it not a duty that 
they never sha!l consent to impose one cent of tax 
on the people, without it is shown there is an im- 
perious and unavoidable necessity for il? But 
never, when it can be avoided by economy and re- 
trenchment of expenditure. This scrutiny and 
criticism on the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury are called for, because he proposes in it to 
pursue a contrary course. Has the Secretary of 
the Treasury shown any disposition to retrench? 
Has he shown any disposition to lop off useless 
expenditares?. Does he propose to become econo- 
mical while he says there is distress and financial 
derangement? No, he says there is no room for 
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economy! That the public expenditure is as mo- 
derate as it possibly can be. He says this as the 
Secretary of the Treasury in office. Did he tell it 
to the people when he was out of office. No, the 

ple heard of nothing but waste, extravagance, 
deficits and debt. 

Here Mr. Catuoun entered into a minute inves- 
tigation of the appropriations and disbursements of 
1838 and 1839, and referred to the missiatements 
which bad been spread before the people on the 
Presidential election.] Afier pledging themselves 
to the people in promises of reform, the gentlemen 
now tarn round and say there is no room 
for retrenchment—that it was all delusion. 
What is this but another evidence of the truth 
of the saying of the old Roman Consul of the dif- 
ference in the conduct of candidates before and 
after obtaining office? 

Is not this not only an evidence of corrup- 
tion of motive, but an evidence of corruption in 
the measures based upon ii? He (Mr. Catnoun) 
held that promises made before elections ought to 
be regarded as sacred after they have carried their 
object, as they were believed to be by those who 
reposed confidence inthem. Because, if this con- 
fidence be abused, there can be no faith in the 
measures of such public men as disregard their pro- 
mises. 

The Senator from Maine, if rightly understood, 
said there was no room for economy. He said he 
was for action, not for diseussion—he was op- 
posed to abstractions. No doubt he and his friends 
were opposed to abstractions: they stood between 
them and their object. The abstractions of the 
Constitution interposed a barrier to the measures 
of enormity which they propored. Bonaparte de- 
tested abstractions when he grasped the supreme 
power, as did Cromwell. Every public plunderer 
cries out against abstractions; and the highway- 
man, when he approaches the unwary traveller, 
scouts the abstractions of morality and law which 
would interfere between him and his victim. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the question before 
the Senate was a mere motion to print fifteen hun- 
dred copies of the report of the Secretary—a mo- 
tion make by himself a fortnight ago. And on 
this proposition to print we have been favored 
with a speech from a late Vice President of the 
United States [Mr. Catnoun] a late Secretary of 
the Treasury (Mr. Woopxsury] aad the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Waicet.] 
These speeches have occupied the Senate several 
days of this extraordinary session wh‘ch we all 
hope will not last more than sixty days; and every 
thing has been discussed in them except the ques- 
tion immediately before the Senate So many 
speeches had been hung upon this slender peg, that 
itcould evideufly bear no more, and he would, 
therefore, forbear a reply to the gentleman on 
many of thetopics aliuded to in the discussion, 
and he would say to his friends, the best answer 
you can give to those long speeches is to respond 
to them by enacting the measures which they de- 
en and which the country so loudly calls 
or. 

Mr. WOODBURY said it was difficult to please 
the gentlemen on the other side as to the proper 
time for the discussion of the measures recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury. It was 
first proposed that ihe discussion should take place 
on the resolution proposed by the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] and then, he believed at 
the suggesiion of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] himself, it was agreed that it should take 
place on his resolution to print extra copies of the 
report. But the Senator still thinks the discussion 
premature, and says that it has been entirely fruit- 
less of results. But was this so? Has not the 
Select Committee, of which the Senator from Ken- 
tucky is chairman, in the report and bill to esta- 
blish a fiscal agent, which he has presented this 
morning, abandoned all the positions which were 
assailed in the Secretary’s projet, and left bim to 
be whistled down the wind without a word in their 
favor? What other result? The fourth instalment 
to the States, which occupied so prominent a place 
in the report of the Secretary, and which he had 
taken ihe liberty to designate as an approprifftion, 
which had also been assailed, and the committee 





had abandoned the whole proposition. The com- 
mittee had too much sagacity to endorse the re- 
commendation to distribute nine millions among 
the States, when we are called here with the pro- 
fessed object of relieving our own necessities. 
The thirty-one millions of national dest which the 
Secretary had conjured up, is admitted on all hands 
to be a mere phantom. He thought there had 
been abundant proofs of the benefits which had re- 
sulted from t»e discussion. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire should have waiied until the measures cl- 
luded to by the Secretary had been brought before 
the body for i's action. By so doing, he would 


have saved a little of his wind, which, from his large | 


size, he supposed was a commodity exceedingly 
useful to him. 

Mr. WOODS8URY said he would consult his 
own sense of propriety in selecting the time for the 
discussion of any question which was fairly brought 
before the Senate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he did not rise to 
make a speech. It had been his intention to offer 
some remarks upon the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury; but he should forbear. It would be 
downright cruelly further to expose the mistakes, 
not to give them @ harster name, of that extraordi- 
nary document. His ehief object in rising was to 
protest against the principle assumed by the Sena- 


tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] that this was not | 


a proper occasion to discuss the meri's of the Trea- 
sury report. Of ail occasions it appeared to him to 
be the most proper. When we were asked to 
print fifteen hundred copies of this report, might 


we not be permiited to inquire what it contained? | 


It had been put forth to the werld as the justifica- 
tion of this expensive session, called at the most 
inconvenient season of the year; and was it not 
proper to inquire whether it contained any such 
justification? Was it not competent for his (Mr. 
B’s) friends to show, as they have done conclu- 
sively, that from beginning te end, it contained 
gross blunders and mistakes, which the very tacts 
spread upon the face of the report itself, when 
rightly understocd, abundantly disproved? 

Mr. CLAY. Is it a proper time to discuss the 
condition of the Treasury under a former Admi- 
nistration, upon a mere resolution to print this re- 
port? 

Mr. BUCHANAN had not said that it was; but 
it was proper, he maintained, to discuss any subject 
treated of by the report itself, proposed to be printed, 
with a view of controverting its slatements. He 
had frequently remarked that the Senator from 
Kentucky was an adept in that species of political 
tact, which under anticipated defeat, enabled him 
to lead us off upon a new scent, until time was 
given toh discomfited friends to rally. Instead 
now of attempting to defend the report of his 
friend, the Secretary, he desires to change the 
issue, and prcve that its merits ought not to be dis- 
cussed on this motion. Never since he (Mr. B.) had 
been a member of the Senate, had he seen any do- 
cument so ably examined, criticized, and tri- 
umphantly demolished, as had been this unforta- 
nate report. Even its own friends did not attempt 
further to defend it. Without referring specially 
to his (Mr. B’s) other friends who had so unmerci- 
fully handled this document, he would say that his 
friend from New York [Mr. Wricur] had made 
such an exposition of its fallacies and unfounded 
assumptions, in his clear and conclusive manner, as 
was wholly unanswerab!*. He should be exceed- 
ingly glad to bear the new Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer [Mr. CLay] make the attempt to answer 
the speech of the oid Chancellor, (Mc. Wriaar | 

Mr. CLAY. I shall do so hereafter, when the 
proper oecasion arrives. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the present was the ac- 
ceptedtime. Ananswer now might prevent the 
conviction on the public mind, which must result 
from this day’s debate, that the Treasury report 
could not be defended. An answer was due to the 
able Senator from Maine, who had gailantiy but 
unsuccessfully attempted to sustain this report, 
and had said every thing which could be said in its 
defence. Would the Senator trom Kentucky suf- 
fer him to stand alone against an host? For his 
own part, he would not now sperk if for ne 

































other reason; that he weuld not accept such 
odds against one gallant champion. He would 
not attack him after he had been succese- 
fally assailed by so many others. Had the 
new Chancellor of the Exchequer thought proper 
to reply to the old, he would then have had five or 
six questions to propound to him, arising from the 
face of the report itself, on which he should have 
respecifally requested answers. But as there was 
no further ggsistance, he should not now delay the 
business of the Senate by the argument which he bad 
intended to submit. On the very first suitable oc- 


casion, he would propound the questions to which 
he had referred. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Question, sir! 
The motion of Mr. Cray to print 1,500 copies 


of the report of the Secretary of Treasury was 
agreed to. 


BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The Senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to revive and extend the charters of 
certain banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MERRICK explained the objects of the 


bill, and moved certain amendments, which were 
adopted. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the bill unttl 
the first Monday in December next, on which mo- 
tion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

The debate was continued until after 4 o’elock 
between Messrs. ALLEN, BENTON, MERRICK, 
LINN, KING, and others, without the question 
having been taken. 


The bill granting $25,000 to the widow of the late 
General Harrison was read a second time, anu re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

The bi!! m»king appropriations to defray the ex- 
pense ($397,539) of the present session of Congress 


was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 21, 1841. 

The following gentlemen were announced by the Speaker 
as composing the committees heretofore ordered by the 
House: 

Committee on Retrenchment, (Select.)—Mesars. Gitsen, 
Va. Ranpoiran, N. J. Maynarp, N. Y. Irwin, Pa. Davie, 
New York. 

Commuttee on Stationery.—Mesars. Summmns, Vo. A. L. Fes: 
TER, N. Y. Bricas, Mass. Jounson, Tenn. 

Mr. PICKENS introduced the Hon. Davin Levy, delegate 
elect from the Territory of Florida, and moved that he be 
sworn. 

Mr. MORGAN said that he had papers in his possession 
fiom citizens of Florida, stating that Mr. L. was an alien; an 
for that reason he objected to his being sworn. Mr. M. inquired 
by what authority he wasto be sworn. 

The SPEAKER said he would look into the gentieman’s pa- 
pers; and having done so, 

Mr Lavy was qualified and took his seat. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose, and was understood to say that for 
some days pasthe had been under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move that the bill from the Se- 
nate, now on the Speaker’s table, to repeal the aet commonly 
known asthe Sub-Treasury bill, be referred to that committee 
Mr. F. now moved its reference accordingly. 

Mr. HUNTER wished to know what was the question befo 
the House. 

The SPEAKER stated it to be the motion of Mr. Fitters, 
to referthe bill to the Committee of Waysand Means. 

And the bill was then read twice by its title. 

Mr. DAWSON moved torefer it to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FESSENDEN submitted whether it was necessary to 
refer thisbill at all. It was simply an act to repeal an act. 
Every member knew what it was; and he could gee no neces 
sity for its going toa committee. There was nota vast deal of 
business to be done, and the bill might as well be taken up now 
and considered. 

Mr. PICKENS said that the usual{course of proceeding in 
this louse was to refer bills to committees; and the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. FessenpEn}] was entirely mistaken, if he sup- 
posed that there was no necessity forareference. It was, on 
the contrary, a matter of great im nce that the reference 
sheuld be made. The bill susaial tonopeel the deposite act; 
and if that was done, the Treasury of the United States would 
be thrown into the hands of the Treasury Department, without 
the control of law. It should, therefore, be referred, considered, 
and investigated. If this bill was to be hurried through without 
a reference, why not hurry through every bill in a similar way? 
Could any be of more importance than this? The gentlernan 
from Maine spoke of it as though it were a matter of but trifling 
moment. Had this House considered it} Had any committees 
of this House considered it? What were the committees or- 
ganized for, but to prevent hasty and injudicious legisiation? 
i prevent premature decisions upon cases that might be pre- 
sented for the consideration of this House? He hoped the 
usual course might be taken. Gentlemen were mistaken, if 
they supposed that there were not details of great importance 
to be considered; and for this reason, if for no other, it ought to 
be sent to the committee to which it properly belonge:i—the 
Committee of Ways and Means. To refuse to send it there 
would be in effect to cashier that commitiee—a committee, be 
it remembered, which had been organized with reference t@ 
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these very questions by aa Speaker having the majority on this 
oor on hig own side. It would be to manifest a want of con- 
fidence in that committee, and, as a member of it, he protested 
against such a proceeding. Let the bill be examined by the 
yroper committee, and let the committee report 1 back tw the 
a Ile was for speedy action—he was not in tavor of de- 
Jay; on thecontrary he repeated, he was desirous that the bill 
should receive speedy consideration. ; E 
*“Meé. MASON of Ohio said be was not in favor of either refer- 
ence Which head qeen proposed. The subject manner of the 
guugendy had already, by an order of the House, been referred to 
aselect committe, and that comiittee was properly the one to 
*Wiictf (ADs bill shouldbe referred. Mr. M. here referred to the 
HerigbPeic resolution under which this selee@ommittee had 
heen agupwidted, in support of the correctness of the ground 
ken be him. And although (he said) it was true, as the 
Penttengah for South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] had inti- 
inated, that this subject had heretofore been referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, (of which that gentlernan 
was amember, and of which the gentleman from New } ork, 
{Mr. Fitemore,} who had submitted the original motion, 
was chairman,) yet he (Mr. M.) would call the recollection 
of gentiemen to the fact that, when such references were here- 
tofore made, there was not a select committee such as had 
been constituted by this House for the very purpose of taking 
into consideration the subject-matter of this bill? And thatsug- 
gestion was asi answer to allthat had been said by the gentle- 
man from mouth Carolina in relation tothe subject having 
heretofore cene to the Committee of Ways and Means. ‘lhe 
reasen of that reference had been that there had been no more 
appropriate committee to which it could go. Now, however, 
there Was such a committee in existence. Look at the terms of 
the commision of that committee, (which he had already sta- 
ted.) He differed from the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fre- 
sENDEN | Hie, (Mr. M.) thought that the bill ought to be refer 
red. Jt involved matters requiring the consideration of a com- 
mittee; there were details about it which could not well be ad- 
justed in Unis body, where nothing could be done in proper 
time or in & proper manner—a body that was totally incapable, 
from its Own organization, to execute itsown will The whole 
subject of the currency had been referred to the Select Com- 
mittee, and the Committee of Ways and Means had no mofe to 
do with it than the tnan in the moon. 

Hie moved the reference of the bill to the said Select Com- 
mittee, and hoped the motioa would prevail by a unanimous 
vote, 

Mr. DAWSON withdrew his motion to refer the bill to the 
Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had only a wordto say by way of 
explanation, in consequence of the position which he occupied, 
(as Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means.) He 
was indifferent as to what committee the bill might be referred 
to; and.as he said before, he made the motion to commit the bill 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, because he_was in- 
structed to do so by the committee. So far as he was cOhcerned 
the House might make any disposition of 10 which they might 
think preper 

Mr. FESSENDEN said he had no great experience in 
nmiatiers of legislation here, and he did not know therefore, but 
that the geatieman from South Carolina (Mr. Pickens] might 
be correct inthe viewshe had expressed. He (Mr. F.) had 
risen colely to explain what hisown idea was in objecting to 
the reference proposed by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means,({Mr. Finumors.| It struck him (Mr. Fers- 
SBNDEN) that this matter wasone which had been considered 
enoughin this House, and out of it. He could not see the 
necessity of sending a matter which had no details about 
it( which was simply an act to repeal an act, and which had 
been considered over and over in this House and outof it) toa 
committee, there, perhaps, to slumber for two or three weeks 
before i: would again be brought before the Senate. He could 
not see that they had such a vast deal of business pressing upen 
them. They might as well be going on with this business as 
not t seemed to him that the Committee of Ways and Means 
could neither help it nor harm it. It would be better to dispose 
of at in the House as soon as they could. Every body knew 
what the question was; it should be met, and met here at once; 
and, if gentlemen were disposed to speak upon it, why, the 
sooner they began the hetter. 

If the House thought with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Mason.] that the bill should go to the select commitiee on the 
currency, be itso. He (Mr. F.) had only desired to explain his 
own idea in the first instance, which was, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had nothing to do with the bill. He meant 


no dierespect to that commiitee. When matters in this House 
were spoken of as appropriate or inappropriate gentlemen 
ought not to be considered as having any disrespectful feelings 
towards gentiemen composing the committee, in or out of the 
House. Ue hoped that gentlemen might express their opinions 


without subjecting (uemselvesto such acharge. 

Mr, ATHERTON said he entirely concurred tn the propriety 
ofthe motion made by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the bill ander consideration be referred to that 
committee, ~ Even admitting the fact insisted on by the gentle- 
man from Maine, (Mr FESSENDEN | that the subject had been 
here ofore fully discusse:!, and the minds of gentlemen made up 
inregard to it, yet it would occur to the gendeman thatthough 
on the genera! question of repeal or non repeal, opinions might 
be fixed, yet there were details that ought to be examined, and 
consequences that might arise from a hasty repeal of existing 
provisions on the subject of the revenue, which should be care- 
fully scrutinized. True, there had been a select committee 
raised by the House on the subject of the currency and a fiscal 
agent; but this bill now before them was a proposition to re- 
peal the law for the “collection, satekeeping, transier, ard dis. 
bursement of the public revenue.”? This subject peculiarly be. 
longed to the jurisdictian of the Committee of Ways and Means: 
und he would suggest, in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr.Mason,} that, although there had been aselect committee 
raised in the Senate similar to that raised in the House, the bill, 
which is a Senate bill, was reported to that body by their stand- 
ing Committee on Finance, and not by the Select Commitee. 
Ie wasthe duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to con. 
sider measures providing fur the safety of the revenue. 

Asa member of that committee, Mr. A. would certainly not 
think of undertaking to consider any other system for the col. 
lection aad safekeeping of the revenue, if he believed any other 
expedient, fur the reason that a select committee hal been ap- 
pomted with the powers already alluded to. But if this re- 
pealing bill was to be passed, without providing any system in 
place ef the one contained in the present iaw, it surely would 





not be contended that a necessity might not arise of making 
some provision for the security of the public moneys in the in- 
tervalwhich was toensue between the repeal of the existing 
law and the adoption of another scheme, whether that scheme 
be a National Bank, or some fiscal agent, or other “nondescript 
animal” alluded to by the gentleman from Ohio. Certainly it 
was a subject that required cautious examination; and as he 
believed that, by the rules, it was among those usvally confided 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, he hoped the motion of 
the chairman would prevail. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought, he said, that the bill should 
go to the select committee. That committee had been raised to 
provide a substitute for the very measure which this bill pro- 
posed torepeal. If that repeal should take place, it would be 
necessary to provide for the deposite of the public treasure ia 
the mean time until the substitute went into operation. He be- 
lieved that the chairman of the select committee [Mr. Szr- 
GEANT) hadhad this subject on his mind. ‘There was in the 
deposite law a provision which deprived some of the very best 
banks of the power of receiving the public money, and which 
deprived the Treasury of the power of depositing money in 
those banks. A modification of that depositelaw ought, in his 
opinion, to be embraced in this repealing law; and he thought, 
therefore, that 11 would require the action of that committee 
which had been raised for the purpose of reporting a substitute. 

Mr JONES of Virginia said he considered the subject em. 
braced in the bill to be a legitimate subject for the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and he hoped the House would adopt the 
orJer referred to by the chairman, directing him to submit the 
application now pending. Whether the subject was one 
which fell within the cognizance of the committee, would be 
made apparent by reading the rule of the House which 
prescribes the duties of the Committee of Ways and Means, as 
follows: . 

“It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to take into consideration all such reports of the Treasury De- 
partment, andall such propositions relating to the revenue, 
as may be referred to them bythe House, to inquire into the 
state of the public debt, or the revenue, and of the expendi- 
tures, and to report, from time to time, their opinion thereon.” 

Now Mr. J. would ask on all sides, whether the bill which 
was proposed to be repealed by the bill on the table, was nct 
the very bill which provided for “the collection, safekeeping, 
transfer,and disbursement of the public revenue,’ and was 
not one of the subjects referred to inthe rules? There could be 
no doubt on the subject. He believed it to be agreed on all 
hands, thatif the bill en the table should become a law, it 
would revive the deposite bank system of 1836. Had gentle- 
men taken the trouble to look at what would be the operation 
of the act?) Had they carefully considered that the reyenue of 
the country would be placed upon that law, which was passed 
undera etate of things which did not now exist? All the banks 
south of New York were at present non-specie paying, and 
they could not receive the public revenue; neither opuld those 
banks which were paying specie, but issued notes of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars. He asked, then, whether this 
was not a proper subject forsome committee of the House, an) 
whether it should not be made the duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to examine it, and provide the necessary 
cuards for the safe-keeping of the public money, if the bill up- 
on the table should become a law? He was unwilling to see 
the public treasure left fora single day without some legal 
restriction; and if he had the power, it should not remain in 
such a condition for a single hour. Astothe delay of which 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FessEnDEN] spoke, he need 
have no apprehension on the subject. They hada committee 
which would act promptly on the bill when the House shall 
have referred ittothem. The gentleman could not distrust the 
committee, as six out ofthe nine were his political friends. 
What motive then could they have to smother and withhold 
it from the consideration of the House? That, like other sub- 
jects which would come up there, would receive proper atten- 
tion, and all the guards necessary and proper would be placed 
around it. 

Mr. SERGEANT said he did not think it very material to 
which of the committees named this bill should go. In the 
generality of cases, time would be lost, where there were any 
details to be considered, if the subject were not sent to a com- 
mittee to undergo a quiet examination in a committee-ro om. 
There were cases where this preliminary step was necessary. 

If there was any doubt as to which committee the bill should 
be sent, it appeared to him to be most consistent with that re- 
spect which was dye to the standing committee of this House 
tht it should go there. Individually, he had no concern about 
it. Hesimply wisfed that the ordinary course should be fol- 
lowed. He had listened tothe arguments which had heen urged 
as to this bill belonging to the one committee or the other. It 
might belong to either. In that case, let it be sent to the stand- 
ing commitiee, and, if they could not go into it, let them send it 
to the other committee. He rather believed it belonged to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, though he was not solicitous 
as to where it went. Mr. S. then proceeded to argue that, un. 
der the resolution raising the select committee, its duties were 
to be confined to certain specific objects; whereas, he contended, 
the Committee of Ways and Means had a broader scope. 

Mr. LINN moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question would cut off the 
motion for reference, and would bring the House directly to a 
rete on the bill. 

Mr. LINN withdrew his motion. 

And the question recurring on the reference, 

Mr. ADAMS said it appeared to him that the bill belonged 
properly to-either or both of the committees named. It was 
aot a bill simply to repeal the Sub-Treasury. There was a se- 
cond section providing penalties for the embezzlement of the 
public monevs—an entirely distinct and different thing. Of 
course as to providing penalties, it was a penal bill; and, as 
such, must undergo the consideration of some committee. and 

ot he acted onas if it were a matter on which all agreed. 
These penalties were matters of serious and grave considera- 
tion for the House; they might be the best that could be devised 
-hut stillthey were the subjects of serious consideration by 
he House, as. he thought, every penal bill ought to be. He 
hoped, therefore, that the bill would be referred to some com- 
vittee. For hisown part, he should feel disposed to vote for 
sending it to the committee first raised, though he believ d that 
it fell properly within the jurisdiction of both. 

The purpose, however, for which he had chiefly risen was to 
move that the bill be printed. He was surprised that the House 
had not taken order to that effect. The members of the House 


g° to the Clerk’s tableto see what its Visi 
whatever committee, therefore, it might tery walneal Ki 


printed. 

Mr PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays on ; 
refer the bill to the Committee of Ways ont Oy tg TP ° 

Mr. P. said that the responsibility of sending she bill to that 
committee ought to rest upon the proper shoul ers, constituted 
asitwas. He opposed the reference; and remarked that here. 
after it might be important to know who sent the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The House refused to order the yeas and nays. 

And the question onthe motion to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, (which motion, by the Tules,) has 
precedence over the motion to refer to a select committee ) 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative—ayes 109 
nego the bill ferred to the C 

0 the bill was referred to the Committee of W 
Maettie cotton ors b ee 

And the motion of Mr. ApAms having been als , 
the bill was ordered to be printed. . > Sgread to, 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the order of the 
States and Territories, and were presented by the following 
members: 

Mr. LITTI.EFIELD of Maine. 

(Mr. LITTLEFIELD presented the petition of John M. Frye 
and others, citizens of the State of Maine, for the passage of 4 
general bankrupt law; which, on his motion, was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, } 

Messrs. ADAMS AND WINTHROP of Massachusetts, 

Messrs. ROOSEVELT, BARNARD, TOMLIMSON, and 
VAN BUREN of New York. , 

a —— of Pennsy!vania. 

(Mr. PLumer presented a petition, numerously signe 
the citizens of the city of Erie, Pennsylvania, seavint an 4 
propriation to imptove the harbor of Presque Isle; which could 
not be received under the rule. ] 

Mr. KENNEDY of Mary land. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN of Tennessee. 

(Mr. Brown | eager the petition of W.W. Garrard, prayia 
for indemnity for certain losses sustained by him in raising an 
equipping, and mounting, certain volunteers from the State of 
Alabama, to act against the hostile Creek Indians in 1836.] 

a. C. MORRIS, DEAN, MORROW, and STOKELEY 
° io. 

Mr. MORGAN asked leave to refer to the Committee of 
Elections certain papers in relation to the election in Florida. 

j a objections benig made, the papers were referred accord: 
ingly. 

The next business in order was the call for resolutions. 

The following resolution, offered on Saturday by Mr. Hunt, 
came up in its order: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Currency be di. 
rected to inquire into the expediency of establishing a National 
Bank on the following ¢lan. 

(This resolution was accompanied by the plan referred to in 
yesterday’s report.) _ 

The pending question was a motion that the resolution be laid 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. HUNT desired to say asingle word in explanation. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected. 

Mr. H. asked the yeas and nays on the motion to lay on the 
table; which were ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Md. called for the reading of the plan, but 

withdrew the motion. 
@8Mr. IUNT asked the House to indulge him for a single mo. 
ment, and was proceeding to remark that this resolution was 
not one of his own, further than as he had adopted it for the pur- 
pose of avoiding an objection— 

When Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected to the gentle 
man aneng question. 

_Mr. HUNT hoped that he would be indulged for a short 
time. 

Mr. ANDREWS. I will not indulge you a moment. 

Mr. BARNARD begged leave to make asingleinquiry, Is 
there any objection to the printing of this paper? 

Mr. ANDREWS. Yes, sir; there is. 

Mr. WELLER called for the reading of it. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected. ° 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. We.usr if he insisted on 
the reading of the paper? . 

Mr. WELLER said no. not at least until the question of print. 
ing came up; and then, as they had to vote ‘upon it, he thought 
that the paper ought to be read. 

: a ANDREWS moved a call of the House; which was re. 
used. 

And the question on the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table was then taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, L. W. Andrews, Baker, Banks, Bee 
son, Boardman, Bronson, Burke, Burnell, 8. H. Butler, John 
Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Cary, Clinton, Cowen, Cravens, W. 
C. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Febert. Gilmer, Goggin, Hopkins, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, 
Jehn W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Lowell, R. McClellan, McKay, 
T. F. Marshall, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Proffit, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Sny- 
der, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, Triplett, Underwood, 
Warren, Westbrook, Edward D. White, J. L. White, Lewis 
ns Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and John Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Barnard, Birdseye, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Chit- 
tenden, Clifford, Cooper, R. D Davis, Doig, J. Eiwards, Eve- 
rett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, P. G@. Goode, Greig, Gustine, 
Hays, Henry, Hunt, Ingersoll. J. Irvin, W. W. Irwin, Jack, 
James, Isaac D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Linn, A McClellan, Mallory, Matethand, A. Marshall, 
5. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Newhard, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Ramsey, Tr Randall, Alex. Randall, Randolph, Reding, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Simonton, Smith, Stratton, Sumter, Sweney, Tilling- 
hast, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Weller, Joseph L. 
Williams, Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young—77. 

“So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. R. D. 
Davis, coming up in its order: : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
que®ed to communicate to this House (if in his opinion the 
same can be done consistently with the public interest) such 
authentic information as may be in his , in relation 
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igure of American vessels by British armed cruise 

to tr the pretence that such vessels were engaged or intended 

a in the slave trade, together with any steps which 

aa ve been taken by our Goverdment or its Ministers upen 
yject. 

= . AMS moved to amen! the same by addingto the end 

thereof these words: 

sand also copies of all correspondence between the Govern- 
ments of the United States and of Great Britain, since the 3d 
of March, 1837, relating to the African slave trade, not com- 
municated withthe message of the President of the United 
states of the 3d of March last, andof all those parts of the de- 
spaiches from Nicholas P. Trist, Consul of the United States at 
the Havana, to the Serer of State, not contained in the 
said message of the 3d of March last.” ‘ 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the resolution. as calling fora 
mass of correspondence which would probably extend to not 
iess than fifteen hundred pages. The House had had, already, 
as much as three hundred pages; and at the last session the 
correspondence called for amounted, if he recetlected right to 
not less than eight hundred pages more. For one, Mr. E. had 
seen quite enough of Mr. Trist’s correspondence, and he de- 
siredto have no more ofit. H's only surprise was, that such 
an individual should be continued in office so long. 

Mr, ADAMS said the gentlemen from Vermont wes mis- 
taken as to the extent of correspondence which wouid be 
covered by the resolution, if adopted. The great mass of the 
correspondence oftnis Mr. Trist had been already communi- 
cated. He took it for granted that the gentleman from Ver- 
mont could not have seea that correspondence already printed, 
orhe wouldnot have interposed any objection to the present 
call. What Mr. A. had now called for, and what he wanted 
to see, was that portion of Mr. Trist’s corres; ondence 
which had been suppressed in the former President’s com- 
munication made to Congress on the 3d of March last. A 
resolution had formerly been moved by a gentleman from 
South Carolina, to which an amendment had been moved, such 
as Mr. A. now offered. In reply to that call the President 
did make a communication, but suppressed the most vitally 
jmportant portions of the correspondence. Mr. Trist was 
before the House and the country, under charges of mis- 
demeanor in office, and two memorials had already been re- 
ceived in regard to his conduct. One of these memorials had 
reference to oppressive conduct which it was alleged the con- 
sul had been guilty of toward American mariners. They had 
been referred at the last session to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and on the very last day of the session that committee 
had made a report, calling upon the Executive to investigate 
the conduct of that officer, stating at the same time, that thé 
committee were not competent, from such documents as had 
been submitted to them, to form any definite opinion as to the 
guilior innocence of the Consul. Mr. A. said he had reason 
to believe that such an investigation had been instituted by 
the President. A special commission had, as he understood, 
been sent to the Havana, and had made a report unfavorable 
to the character of Mr. Trist. Yet, with that report against 
him, Mr. Trist, who had come home to this country, was al- 
lowed to return to the Havana; and he was there now. Under 
these circumstances, Mr. A. wanted the suppressed portion 
of his correspondence, which the former President had with- 
held. He hoped the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Everett] 
would withdraw the objection he had made. These portions of 
the correspondence would ultimately be necessary to enable the 
House to determine what they would do io reference to this 
man. He wasnow there, doing no good service whatever, as 
Mr. A. believed, but the reverse, It was from his own commu- 
nication he could best be judged. Standing as he didbefore the 
House and before the nation, inculpated in impeachable of- 
fences, Mr. A. asked that his own despatches might be fully, 
before the House, and that no portion of them should be sup- 
pressed. He did not think that the reply to the call would be 
voluminous, and it would contain the most vital portions of the 
evidence in the case. 

Mr. EVERETT said that he had not been aware that any por- 
tion of the correspondence had been suppressed. He knew 
that one of the portions of it communicated had been broken 
off inthe middle. ‘fo himthe papers seemed to contain inter- 
nal evidence of derangement in Mr. Trist; and, for himself, he 
desired to see no more of it; but, if it could be of any impor- 
tance in the view stated, he had no objection to its being pro- 


uced. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia observed that from the charaeter 
of the debate it might be inferred that the present Administra- 
tion had given its sanction to the return of Mr. Tristto Havana, 
and had neglected or passed over the complaints against him. 
But such an inference would be a very erroneous one. The 
Administration had been so occupied and burdened with affairs 
of greater and more present and pressing importance, that 
they had not had time to attend to the subject. He had no doubt 
the President and Secretary of State would look into the case, 
and would take scch course as the circumstances should call 
for. Mr. D. was assured that gentlemen had not intended by 
the remarks they had made to reflect on the Administration as 
having neglected its duty. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no complaint against the present 
Administration at all. He believed the real fact had been, that 
Mr. Trist, knowing pretty distinctly what was coming, took 
advantage of the temporary delay, and had gone off to Havan 
knowing what facts would be established against him; an 
that, though the Administration had communicated pretty in- 
telligibly to hira that he would be removed, yet, for the rea- 
sonsalluded a the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Dawson, ] 
they had delayed coming to any conclusion as to the charges 
against him. He was now there, doing a great deal of mis- 
chief. If he was deranged, his derangement was of a very pe- 
¢uliar character, andin which the country had an important 
interest. It was high ume he should be recalled, and that the 
House should institute such a course of measures as they might 
think the case might require. 

Mr. GILMER said he had been unable to learn, and was at 
a loss toconceive, what could be the object of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in proposing the present call, unless he in- 
tended to prefer other charges against Mr. Trist. Those here- 
tofore preferred have, as Mr. G. understood, been already in- 
vestigated, and the Consul been honorably acquitted. 

Mr. TOLAND, chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
asked permission of the gentleman from Virginia to set him 
right as to the facts of the case. The had not been 
¢ ed before the committee at the Jast session with any thing 
tn nce to the subject of slavery, but only in reference to 
his conduct toward Capt, Wendell and the crew of another 


American vessel, and that he had compelled American seamen, 
when on shore, to board with a particular individual. This last 
charge was referred to at so late an hour as to render it impos- 
sible for the committee to examine it, and they had so reported 
to the House, atthe same time expressing the opinion that it 
should be examined by the Executive. In regard to the other 
charges, the committee, after a full examination of the docu- 
ments before them, came to the conclusion that the Consul had 
not been guilty of any thing impeaching his character for inte- 
grity and honor, and that no action of the House was demand- 
ed. They atthe same time expressed the opinion that these 
charges should be fully examined by the Executive. A similar 
result was arrived at by the Committee on Commerce of the 
Senate, to whom these charges had been referred. 

Mr. T. said he made these remarks to show that the informa- 
tion asked for by the géntleman from Massachusetts had not 
been communicated to the House, and was notatalla subject 
ofinguiry before the Committee on Commerce. He thought 
the call a perfectly proper one. 

Mr. GILMER returned histhanks to Mr. T. for the explana- 
tion he had made. Mr. G. was not opposed to the call proposed; 
on the contrary iit would be gratifying to him,as it would be 
just to an absent citizen of the United States engaged in the 
service of his country abroad, that all information in posses- 
sion of the Government throwing light on his conduct should 
be communicated to the House. He had been somewhat at a 
loss to conjecture whether any new complaints against Consul 
Trist had proceeded from dissatisfaction at his official conduct, 
or had been preferred merely from a desire to appease the aj)- 
petite of greedy office-seekers, who were anxicus to step into 
the Consul’s slippers as scon as they should become vacant. 
He trusted the result of any further investigation would be the 
honorable acquittal of that gentleman from all the charges, of 
every kind, that had been, or that might hereafter be, brought 
forward against him. 

And the question being taken on the amendment of Mr. 
ADAMS, it was agreed to. 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


PRISONERS OF STATE. 


The following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Woop of 
New York, coming up in its order: 

Resolved, That the President ef the United States be recquest- 
ed to communicate to this House, so far as the public interest 
will permit, the correspondence, if any, between the Gevern- 
ment of the United States and that of Great Britain, relating.to 
the American citizens now British prisoners of state at Van 
Dieman’s Land— 

Mr. CUSHING suggested to Mr. Woop to modify the resolu 
tion by adding after the words “Great Britain’’ the words “‘or 
the public authorities.” 

Mr. WOOD accepted the suggestion. 

And the resolution, having been modified accordingly, was 


adopted. 
A FISCAL AGENT. 

Mr. TRIPLE IT asked the House now to take up and consider 
the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Wiss, calling on the 
Secretary of the Treasury for his pian of a fiscal agent. 

Mr. G. DAVIS objected. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the report of the Secie- 
tary of the Treasury on the finances be printed, 

Mr. WELLER giving notice of his intention to debate the 
resolution, it was ordered to lie over (by the rule) one day. 

Mr. WISE renewed the motion of Mr. Tripietr that the 
House take up the resolution heretofore offered by him. call 
ing on the Secretary of the Treasury for his plan of a Fiscal 
Ageut, which resolution was in the following terms: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to lay before this House the plan of “such a fiscal agent recom- 
mended in hisreport of this day as will remove all scruples 
touching the question of constitutional power, and thus avoid 
the objections which have been urged against those fiscal 
agents heretofore created by Congress;’? and that a com- 
mittee of nine members be appointed to consider and re- 
port upon such plan when presented by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. W. said he made this motion merely because a mem. 
ber of the House (Mr. Barnarp] had had his plan refer- 
red to the Select Committee on the Currency, and this 
House had never yet come into possession of the plan of the 
Secretary. 

Mr. MORGAN said that the plan, asthe gentleman probably 
knew, had been sent to the Senate, and a report had this morn- 
ing been made on the subject, , 

Mr. WISE said he was fully aware of that fact, and that very 
consideration urged him to ask for the adoption of this resolu- 
tion. It was a mere matter of form. This House ought to be 
in possession of documents sent to the Senate. 

Mr. MASON ot Ohio asked Mr. Wise to modify his resolu- 
tion, so as to strike out all that portion which represented the 

lan to be one capable of reconciling all conflicting opinions. 
t was wholly unnecessary. He (Mr. M.) had no idea that the 
Secretary had recommended, or could recommend, such a 

lan. 

Mr. WISE said gentlemen were extremely fastidious, 

Mr. MASON. I move tostnke out the words referred to. 
The same object would be accomplished without inserting 
them, and nothing would be gained by inserting them. 

Mr. WISE had quoted these words, he said, simply to identi- 
fy what he wished to call for. He could not see the reason for 
this fastidiousness. ; 

Mr. MASON said that he did not understand the Secretary 
as saying that he could recommend such ascheme. He (Mr. 
M.) took issue with the gentlemen on the point, that the Secre- 
tary had said that he could, or would, or that he had, recom- 
mended a plan which would reconcile all. It was a matter, 
therefore, of construction. 

Mr.GARRETT DAVIS wasopposed to the resolutien in every 
shape. The House was as much in possession of the plan now 
as it could be. 

Besides, he (Mr. D.) was opposed to calling for any plan of le- 

islation, not only as regarded a project for this measure of a 

ational Bank, but for all others. He was for having Congress 


independent of the Executive will in all its functions, and it was 
because he was in favor of this broad and general principle that 
he was opposed to this resolution. 4 
Mr. WISE said the true theory of the gentleman was, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury was an executive officer, and should 
Be ess, and not to the President. 
r. 


knew, he said, that such was the theory, and he 


then adverted to the removal of the deposiiea, showing the eval 
effects which had resulted from Executive dictation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD commenced by reading the act esta 
blishing the Treasury Department, and setting forth the duties 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and then said thaton the 4th 
August, 1790, Congress passed a funding law for the purpose 
of providiog tor the Revolutionary debt; and on the %Xh August 
of the same year, Congress passed the resolution whieh his 
friend from Virginia had referred to in reference to whether 
any further measures were necessary to be taken in relation to 
the public credit. It seemed to him (Mr. U.)that there was 
nothing in all this that would warrant a call upon the Mecreta- 
ry of the Treasury in this particular case,and he was averse 
to making oo of this character unless absolutely necessary 
and unavoidaDle. If the Secretary of the Treasury had chosen, 
to send in his plan in regard to a National Bank, well and good; 
but as yet he had not done so. 

Mr. ADAmS did not know how it happened, but he came to 
the very opposite conclusion from that to which the geotieman 
from Kentucky had come in relation to this matter, {Here Mr 
A. read what were the duties of the Secretary of the Treasury. } 
Hie then asked, was not here a plan for the improvement and 
management of the revenue? Was it not for the support of the 
public credii? Why, it would be impossible, i appeared to 
him, to adopt a more straightforward course than thet which 
was proposed. He had not any of those hair-splituing notions 
of the genleman from Kentucky. He understood this to be a 
plain report called for under the law to which he bed already 
referred. It was, in fact, the usual course of proceeding. And 
while Albert Gailatin was Secretary of the Treasury, he gavea 
plan for the establishment of a National Rank; and so did Mg 
Dalla-; and was not, he asked, the last Bank of the United Biatcs 
founded on the report of the Secretary of the Treasury? 

There was, he contended, good reason for the exception, in 
the genera! provision of the law, under the Constitution, tha: 
the heads of the several De partments are subordinate officers 
to the President, because the person at the head of the Treasury 
Department was required to be the best imformed ag to the pro- 
per management and improvement of the revenue. Congress 
were not bound by his reports when sent in. ‘They weve only 
Initiative. They contained only his opinions—what be thought 
was the best plan, in a case of emergency, for improving the 
revenue. He(Mr A.) hoped that this resolution would be 
adopted, and that whatever plan any gentleman here might 
have to propose, would be brought forward, im order that the 
House might have an opportunity of examining 4, and also 
that it might go forth tothe constituents of the gentleman for 
their approval. Now, it might be very possible that if the 
plan were referred to the Committee on the Curreney, they 
might suggest some improvements or objections to some ef the 
details of it, and which Congress might not think preper to 
adopt. He did not think the adoption of thie course would at 
all affect the independence of thia House; but, on the contrary, 
it was giving the person whose official duty it was, an oppor. 
tunityof fulfilling it by laying hisopinions and his plans before 
this House. 

Mr. FESSENDEN rose to inquire of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wisg,| through the chair, whether the Segre- 
tary of the Treasury hadany plan to communicate except that 
which he had already communicated to the other branch of 
Congress. 

Mr. Wis was understood to say that he was in possession o! 
no other information in regard to any other plan than thar 
which had been communicated to the other branch in regard to 
a Fiscal Agent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN fully concurred with what had fallen 
from the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wuisw,} that he had no 
knowledge of any other plan than that which hed already been 
communicated to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
It struck him as objectionable to make this call, because wholly 
unnecessary. He was totally averse to making double calls 
upon officers for the same thing. He therefore hoped that this 
call would notbe made. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHN#ON said that he had bat a few 
words to say. He confessed that what had passed in reference to 
the proposition before the Ifouse had filled him with a great 
deal of surprise. He could not see what substantial reas, o 
could be urged by the House against the proposed call upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The plan of the Secretary was not 
in the possession of the House officially, and therefore it could 
not act upon it until sent in by that officer. Nothing was more 
usual than for this hedy to make double calis upon any of the 
Departments. Nothing could be more etrictly parliamentary. 
He had himself, the other day, presented a plan from a citizen 
of Maryland—a financial scheme— perhaps as broad as that 
presented by the gentleman from New York to day, and which 
plan had been referred to the Committee on the Currency 

Now; if this House were called upon to act upon the sub- 
ject, which plans would they have before them! Whiry, they 
would only havethe two which he hadreferred to, aud sone 
mher. And if so, he was not conscious of the fact. Hie re 
peated that he was surprised, nay, he was astonished, that a sin 
gle voice should have been raised against this call upen 
tae Secretary of the Treasury. He could not see why any one 
should object to this usual and parliametiary course 
of proceeding—a course necessary to regulate the legis- 
lation of Congress. He should vote in favor of this resoiu- 
tion. 


Mr. FILLMORE said that he felt inclined to call for the or- 
ders of the day: but he gave way to Mr. Sexesanr, provided 
he would call the previous question when he had concluded 
his remarks. 

Mr. SERGEANT pledged himself to do sv; and remarked 
that he had felt anxious, for a long time past, that thie resolu 
tion should be adopted by the House: After adverting to the 
plans spoken of by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. W. C. 
JGuNson,) he proceeded to say that one of the difficulties on the 
subject arose from the multiplicity of plans that were now pre- 
sented for the adoption of Congress, Now, it seemed a remark- 
able, a very strange thing to him, that the officer at the head of 
the Treasury Department, whose doty it was, by law, to bring 
forward a plan, having reference to its beating on the public 
revenue and the credit of the couutry, waz not to be allowed to 
have his plan considered—was to be the only individual whose 
plan was notto have a hearing; as though We were afraid tha: 
any thing chat officer could would have an andue influence 
upon us. Now, if we were afraid of this, why fot at once repeal! 
the act of 1789, which requires him to mature 4 plan and report it 
to Congress. ft would doubtless be a great advantage to the Com- 
mittee on the Currency to be in possession of the a 
plan, and all othet information in regard to the subject. No 
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one had said, and he presumed no one would say, that the com: 
mittes were bound by the Secretary’s plan. But what were 
the facts in regard w ii? Why, we were not in possession of 
it, Dut it had been sent to the other body aad every one knew 
what it was. But there was not a committee of that House 
authorized to consider that plan as among the things refer- 
red to them by it. Mr. 8. concluded by calling the previous 
question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to de teken. 

Mr. WISE then modified his resolutivn to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Mreasury be requested 
to lay before this House the plan of the fiscal agent recommend- 
ed in his report on the 3d inst. oe 

And, as thus modified, the resolution was adopted. 

“EXPENSES OF THE EXTRA SES=ION. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMOKE, the House resolved itself into 
Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union,Mi. TILLine- 
mastof Rhode Island in the Chair, on the following bill: 

A BILL making appropriations for the present session of 
Crogress. 
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, 
hat the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appro 
riated, tobe paid out of any unappropriated money in the 
reasury, Viz: 

For ihe pay and mileage of the members of the Senate for the 
Present session, sixty-eight thousand five hundred and forty: 
one dollais and sixty cents. 

For the pay of the Chaplain of the Senate, five hundred dol- 
lars. 

Fer printing, stationery, and all other contingent expenses of 
the Senate for the present session, twenty-six thousand one 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars. 

Fer the pay and mileage of the members of the House of 
Representatives and Chaplain for the present session of Con- 
gress, two hundred and fifiy-six thousand six hundre'! dollars. 

For printing, stationery, and all other contingent expenses of 
the House of Representatives for the present session, thirty 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six dollars. 

For the supply of stationery for the second session of the 
Twenty-seventh Congress, fifteen thousand dollars, or 89 much 
thereof as may be necessary: Provided, always, That no 
partof the sums appropriated for the contingent expenses of 
either House of Congress shal! be applied to any other than the 
ordinary expenditures of the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, nor as extra allowance toany clerk, messenger, or other 
attendant of the said two Houses, ot either of them. 

Tota! expenses for the present extra session, three hundred 
and eighty thousand, six hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty 
cents, 

[The data on which the above estimate of expenses for the 
present session was made, isnot given. It will beseenthat the 
item forthe pay and mileage of members of the House, includ- 

ng $500 for Chaplain, is $256,600. The mileage of 242 mem- 
bers, averaging, with the salary of the Chaplain, $500 each, 
being deducted, leaves $115,000 for the pay of members. The 
amount paid weekly to 242 members, at $56 each, ie $13,552. 
So that from the above calculation it appears that the length of 
the session has been extended by the framers of the bill at about 
eignt weeks, which gives $108,416. } 
he bill having been read— 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said that from the reading ofthe 
bill, as well as he could understand it, it seemed that the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate was within fouror five thousand 
dojiars of the amount ofthat of the House of Representatives, 
and he would be gladto hear from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means same particulars in relation to the 
appropriation for the Senate. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that the amount of the Senate 
estimate was made out by the Secretary of the Senate, and he 
(Mr. F.}] would read it, ifthe gentleman desired it. 

Mr. LEW1iS WILLIAMS said that he had no desire to hear 
the details. It seemed to him, however, that the Secretary 
of the Senate had been very extravagant in making out this esti 
mate, and he did not know how it happened that the Senate re 
quired so large an amount as had been appropriated, when the 
body was so small. 

Mt. ADAMS moved to amend the bill by inserting in the 
fifieenth line, after the word “and,” these words,” including 
$500 for Chaplain.” 

Which amendmeit was agreed to. ‘ 

And the committee, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, rose and re- 
ported the bill to the House. 

The House concurred with the Committee of the Whole in 
its amendment; and (baving been ordered to a third reading 
now,) 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

The House, on motion of Mr. UNpERwoop, took up the bill 
on the Speaker’s table entitled An act to revive and continue 
in force oe ten years an actentitled “An act to incorporate the 
Mechanics’ Relief Society of Alexandria.” The question being 
on its final passage— 

Rome conversation took eed between Messrs. WELLER, 
FILLMORE, UNDERWOOD §fPROFFIT, and KING of Geor- 
gia, asto whether any provision was made to secure the credi- 
tors (if a of the corperation. 

After which, by unanimous consent, the bill was amended by 
inserting in the last line thereof the words “alter paying the just 
debts of said corperation.”’ 

And, as thus amended, the bill was passed. 

Nr. FILLMORE moved to take up and consider the resolu- 
tion providing for the printing of 10;000 extra copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary ofthe Treasury on the finances. Mr. P. 
remarked that the Committee of Ways and Means had not even 
cepies for their own use. 

r. McK AY offered the following resolution, which lies over 
one day: 

Ientoed. That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House, with as little delay as possible, a list of 
the several appropriations which he states, in his report of the 
2d of June instant, were unexpended and outstanding on the 
4th of March last, referring to the acts by which they were 
made, and designating those which will be required for the ser- 
vice of the current year; and also those which will be required 
between the let of June and the 3lst of August next. 

Resolwed, further, That the Secretary report to this House 
the amount of oteer drawn from the Treasury between the 4th 
ef March and the 3ist of May of the present year, both inclu- 
sive, the amount accounted for by disbursing agents within the 
same period, specifying particularly the amount accounted for 
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of the moneys drawn since the 4th of March, and the amount 
accounted for of what was drawn prior to that day, 80 as toex- 
hibit, as near as possible, the amount of expenditures between 
the days above mentioned, and showing also the amount in the 


hands of disbursing agents, and unaccounted for on the 15th of 
June Inst. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina offered the following re- 
solution, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquiee into the expediency of so amending the 
act entitled “An act to provide for the collection, safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue,” ap 
proved July 4, 1840, es to authorizs a}l duties, taxes, debts, er 
sums of money, accruing and becoming payable to the Uni- 
ted States, to be collected and paid in. the legal currency of 
the United States, or in Treasury notes, or in current bank 
notes of specie-paying baiks, payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal currency of the United States: and also of 
providing by law for settlements with the banks, respective- 
ly, for such balances of their notes as may remain on hand 
at the expiration of certain periods; and also of repealing so 
much of the said act entitled “An act to provide fer the col- 
lection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenue,” as makes it obligatory, afier a certain period, 
upon officers or agents engaged in making cisbursemenis on 
acconnt of the United States, or of the General Post Office, to 
make al! payments in gold and silver coinonly. 

Mr. KING of Georgia offered the following resolution, which 
lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the surveys of Deboy and Lapelo inlets, in 
the State of Georgia, with the reports on the same, made by 
Lieut. Glynn, United States Navy, be published under the di- 
rection of the Navy Department. 

Mr. MERIWETHER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to report to this House whether any bank or banks have been 
used as depositories of the public money, since the passage 
of “An act to provide for the safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue; and if so, what bank or 
banks have been so employed: Whether the one-fourth part 
of duties, taxes, sales of public lands, cebis, and sums of mo- 
ney accruing or becoming due to the United States after the 
30th June, 1840, which was provided for by law to be paid 
in the legal currency of the United States, has been collected 
in such currency: Whether in any cases said requisi- 
tion has not been complied with; and if s0, by whose 
order the law was disobeyed: Whether such one-fourth part 
of the public revenue has been paid iu bank bills or checks 
on specie-paying banks; and ifso, by whose order the same was 
received, and at what places such checks were received: What 
expenditures have been incurred in carrying into effect the act 
referred to, by way of salaries for officers, purchases of sites, 
and construction of offices for Receivers General, the erection 
of fire-proof vaults and safes, and the rent for rooms for offices 
for such Receivers, and the total amount of expenditures made 
under the 27th section of the act herein referred to. Whether 
the Receivers General have given bond and security, in terms 
of the law; if not, who has omitted to do so, and if said omission 
was by the sanction of the Department: What security has been 
receive l of each Receiver General, and what was the value of 
the property of such security And that the Secretary com- 
municate to this House the correspondence which may have 
taken place between that Department and the Receivers Ge- 
neral, if any, in reference to the security they were required to 
give; and that he further state what receipts or evidences of 
debt have been issued under the 25th section of the act herein 
referred to. 

As soon as the reading of this reselution was completed, the 
SPEAKER announced that the hour of 3, fixed by the resolu- 
tion of Jast week as the daily hour of the adjournment of 
this House during the present week, had arrived, and that 
the House stood adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

So the House adjourned. 


Mr. STOKELEY presented during the day the petition of 
the commissioned and staff officers of the 14th division of the 
Ohio militia, praying Congress to provide for organizing, arm- 
ing and disciplining the militia, and to take proper measures 
for the preservation of the pbblic arms now in the hands of the 
militia. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented, on Saturday, the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens of the northera township of Franklin 
county, held at Worthington, in the State of Ohio, recommend. 
ing the immediate repeal of the Sub-Treasury law, the estab- 
lishment of a National Bank, and a distribution of the avails of 
the public lands among the scveral States. 

Mr. R. alao presented three petitions ftom inhabitants of Co- 
lumbus, in the State of Ohio, praying for the establishment ofa 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States, 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, June 22, 1841, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating the correspondence in rela- 
tion to the removal of the remains of General Har- 
rison to North Bend; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in compliance with the resolution of the 
17th instant, asking for copies of the survey of the 
Southern coast, from Appalachicola bay to the 
mouth of the Mississippi river; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented various resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Connecticut, in favor of 
the repeal of the Independent Treasury; the esta- 
blishment of a National Bank; the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands; in fa- 
vor of discriminating duties; and in favor of such 
an amendment of the Constitution of the United 





States as will restrict the eligibility of the President 
to a single term; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN desired to ask a single question in 
relation to that resolution which restricied the 
eligibility to one term; whether it wes intended to 
embrace the case of an individual who. elecied by 
the peopie, and to the Vice Presidency, had come 
to the Presidency. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the resolution had 
gone from bis possession; but if the Senator would 
have the resolution read, he bad no doubt his own 
astuteness would enable him to give the proper con- 
struction. 

Mr. ALLEN had no intention to embarrass the 
gentleman. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the proceedings of a 
Democratic meeting of the citizens of Cincinnati, 
remonstrating against the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bank, and expressing a determination, if a 
charter should be passed, to use every exertion for 
its repeal. The proceedings were read. 

Mr. ALLEN said he concurred in the general 
views of the paper just read, and as a Senator, 
and in the higher character of an American citi- 
zen, he wovld use every exertion to carry them in- 
toeffect. If no other Senator would do so, he 
would, on the day when the Senate was informed 
that the President had signed the Bank bill, give 
notice of his intention to bring in a bill for its re- 

eal. 

F Mr. CLAY of Kentucky would inform the 
Senator from Ohio, that if he imagined he and 
and the friends wiih whom he acied were to be 
driven from their purpose by threats of civil war 
and rebellion, he wzs misiaken. They would 
pursue the course prompted by their duty and the 
wants of th« country, fearlessly and steadily, re- 
gardiess of consequences. He moved to lay the 
motion to print on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN appealed to the Senatox from Ken- 
tucky to withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. CLAY I shall not withdraw it, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN said he would cmbrace another 
opportunity when the Senator would not have the 
opportunity te gag him with his motions. 

Mr. CLAY. Any time: any piace. 

The motion to print was laid upon the table— 
ayes 27, noes 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
aid, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morebead, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Tallmadge, Whiie, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Moston, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith ot 
Connecticut, Siurgeon, Teppan, Williams, Wood- 
bury, and Young—18. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
citizens of New York and citizens of Piattsburg 
for a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York in favor of a general bankrupt law. 

These memorials were severally reterred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pearlington, remonstrating against the 
removal of the custom house; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the memorial of 
citizens of Michigan praying the establishment of 
a National Bank; which was laid on the table. 

The resdlution of Mr. Cray of Kentucky 
forchanging the hour of meeting of the Senate to 
10 o'clock was taken up. 

Mr. BUCHANAN proposed to modify it by sub- 
stituting 11 o’clock,; which was opposed by Mr. 
Maneoum, and negatived. 

Mr. SEVIER proposed to amend the resolution 
by adding asimilar provision to that adopted by the 
House—to adjourn at 3 o’clock, which was ae- 
gatived. 

Mr. Cuay’s resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Bucnanan’s resolution calling upon the 
President for the names of all persons in the em- 
ployment of the Government who had been re- 
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moved from office since the 4th of March last, was 
taken up; when 

Mr. MANGUM expressed a wish that the Se- 
pator from Pennsylvania would let the motion lie 
on the table for the present at least. The remo- 
yals which have been made are, to those which are 
to take place, bat as the preface to the book. The 
Executive had been so occupied in matters pertain- 
ing (o the extra session, as to have been prevented 
from coming up to the expectations of the coun- 
iry on this subject. Hereafier he would give his 
aid to the Senator, not only in procuring a list of 
the removals made under the present Administra- 
tion, but also under the Jast, so that the gentleman 
might see the names in parallel columns if he so 
esired. 

, Mr. BUCHANAN said it was as he had expect- 
ed. What bad taken place was only a preiac¢e. 
But he thought it as well to have the first volume 
now, and he could call for the others as they were 
completed. As the hour had arrived, however, 
fof taking up the special order, he would concent 
o lay it over until to-morrow,’ with the understand- 
ing that it should be then acted upon. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The Senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
District Baoks—the motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 
to postpone the bill until the first Monday in De- 
cember next pending. 

On this motion a discussion ensued, in which 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, ALLEN, and KING 
participated; wien the motion was hegatived—ayes 
14, noes 32. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to strike out the 
last clause of the bill, extending the charters until 
the further action of Congress. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to amend the bill 
by extending the chariers for ten years, subject to 
the action of any future Congress. 

Mr. TAPPAN wished to know if one Congress 
can make any grant of power to a succeeding Con- 


gress. 

Mr. MERRICK did not wish to occupy the time 
of the Senate in debating that question. 

Mr. ALLEN said we grant charters to banks, 
and they grant us the privilege of amending them. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that the Se- 
nator from Maryland should withdraw his motion, 
and that the extension of the charter should be li- 
mited to July 4, 1843, 

This modification was agreed to by Mr. Mer- 
RICK, and the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BENTON then proposed the following 
amendment: 

Aud be it further enacted, That each and every of said 
banks be, and they are hereby, expressly prohibited from issu- 
ing or paying out, under any pretence whatever, any bill, note, 
or Other paper, designed or intended to used and circulated as 
money, ofa less denomination than five dollars, or of any deno- 
mination between five and ten dollars, or between ten and twen- 
ty dollars; and fer any violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, the offending bank shall incur all the penalties and for- 
feitures to be provided and direeted by the first section of this 
act for the case of suspensivn or refusal to pay in specie; to be 
enforced in like manner as is directed by that section. 


Mr. BENTON said his object in offering this 
amendment was in furtherance of the intentions de- 
clared by geniuemen, that the object of this bill 
was to secure to the people of the District a sound 
currency. 

Mr. MERRICK briefly opposed the amendment 
on the ground that the banks of the circumjacent 
States were in a state of suspension, and if adopied 
it would prevent the banks from granting that 
easement in money matters, which the people of 
District had a right to expect. 

Mr. BENTON said the argument of the Seasator 
from Maryland yesterday was that the object of 
this bill was to exclude the paper of suspended 
banks from the District, and supply its place with 
ahe notes of these banks, which were payable in 
specie on demand. Now the effect of his amend- 
mnt was nothing more than carrying out the 
views then expressed by the Senator. 

Mr. MANGUM was in favor of the amendment. 
If it was not adopted, we would be passing a bill 
to incorporate institutions who, ostensibly, were to 
do business on a specie basis; while really, and in 
effect, they would be using irredeemable paper of 
suspended banks, This he never would consent t0+ 
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Mr. BERRIEN said the proposition before the 
Senate was to charter specie paying banks, and yet 
the bill gives them power to use the notes of non-spe- 
cie paying banks. This was wrong, and he was 
in favor of the amendment as securing what gen- 
tlemen had stated was the object of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the Senate at 
some length in favor of the amendment; when the 
question was taken, and it was adopted—ayes 36, 
noes 6, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Archer, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Ciay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Ker, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, White, Wil- 
Lams, Wright, and Young—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Merrick, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, and Tallmadge—6. 

Mr. BENTON then proposed an amendment 
explanatory of the act imposing a penalty for is- 
suing and circulating within the District, notes of 
arless denomination than five dollars; which was 
discussed by Messrs). MANGUM, BERRIEN, 
KING, BENTON, and BAYARD, and was with- 
drawn. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the 4th section of the 
bill was stricken out, it being superseded by the 
amendment offered by Mr. Benton. 

Mr. ALLEN then offered an amendmént mak- 
ing the stockholders and officers individually li- 
able. 

This was discussed by Messrs. ALLEN, CLAY 
of Alabama, and MERRICK, and negatived— 
ayes 11, noes 27. 

Mr. MANGUM then proposed an amendment 
granting the banks fortwo years the privilege of 
issuing one and two dollar notes. 

This was advocated by Mr. MANGUM, and 
opposed by Mr. BENTON, and adopted—ayes 20, 
noes 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Simmons, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge —20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Cal- 
honn, Choate, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Linn, Merrick, Mouton, Pierce, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Conneciicut, Smith of Indiana, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the question coming up on concurring with the 
committee in the amendments— 

Mr. KING asked that the vote on concurrence 
would be taken collectively on all the amendments 
but the last, and that it should be taken separately. 
Gentlemen could not have failed to perceive that 
it the Senate hat been full, the motion would havea 
been defeated, and as he considered that the deci- 
sion on that vote would decide the fate of the bill, 
he hoped the Senate would adjourn and let the vole 
on concurring in that amendment be taken in a full 
Senate to-morrow. 

Mr. KER (who had voted in the majority) pro- 
posed to move a reconsideration. 

Mr. KING said the Senator’s vote ou the ques- 
tion of concurrence would answer every purpose. 

The question was then taken on concurring in all 
tze amendments but the last, and they were agreed 
to. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the last amendment, and it was decided in the ne- 
gative—Ayes 21, noes 18. 

So that amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported the bill making appropriations for the exira 
session of Congress, with amendments, which were 
cc nsidered, concurred in, and the bil! passed. 

The Senate then adjourned until 10 o’clock to- 
morrow. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, June 22, 1841. 

The SPEAKER called for petitions and memo- 
tials in the reverse order of the States and Terri- 
tories, and they were presented by the following 
members: 
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Mr. RANDOLPH of New Jersey. 

Messrs. FLOYD and ROOSEVELT of New 
York. 

Messrs. PARMENTER and ADAMS of Mas- 
sachusetis. 

[Mr. PagMENTER presented the petition of Char- 
les Bent and twenty-three others of Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts, in favor of a general bankrupt law, 
referred to the Cummiitee on the Judiciary.] 

Tne committees were then called in their order 
for reports, but none were made. 

Resolutions were then called for. 

The fellowing resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. RanDoura, coming up in its order, 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies «f the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on the finances 
be printed: a ; 

Mr. RANDOLPH said that he Jad not intended 
in offering this resolution to elicit any discussion. 
If gentlemen were desirous of discussing the sub- 
ject of the finances, they could attain their ebject 
on one or more bills that would come up. Sup- 
posing that the resolution would, as a matter of 
course, be adopted eventually, he would move the 
previous question. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Srxacer what 
extra number of this document it was usual to 
print? 

The SPEAKER said that the Clerk informed 
him that the number had varied from 5,000 to 
15,000. The usual number, however, had been 
10,000. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. WEL- 
LER and the SPEAKER in relation to the right to 
to the floor. Mr. W. having claimed it in prefe- 
rance tothe gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
RanpDoupn] on the ground that he (Mr. W.) had 
objected to the resolution and expressed his desire 
to debate it. 

The SPEAKER, however, decided that the 
gentleman from New Jersey who submitted the 
resolution had the right to the floor, and that, there- 
fore, his motion fo; the previous question was in 
order. 

And the question being taken on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the adoption of 
the resolution) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. EASTMAN called the yeas and nays on 
the main question; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 


NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Alford, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Williain Batler, Cathoun, Johu Campbell, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, De- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Verris, Fessenden, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Pat:ick G. Goode, Grabam, Greig, Hall, 
Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Hudron, Hut, James 
Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, J. P. Kenne- 
dy, Linn, S. Mason, Mathiot, Matiocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Proffit, 
Ramsey, Alexa..'er Randall, Benjamin Randal), 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Sollers, Stanly, 
Stokeley, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rens- 
selaer, Edward D. White, Lewis Williams, Win- 
throp, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus Young—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Batler, William 0. Butler, Green W. Caldwell; 
Patrick C. Caldwell, Clifford, Climton, Coles, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, J. C. 
Edwards, Egbert, John G. Fioyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Taomas F. Foster, Gordon, 
Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, 
Jack, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshkali, John T. Ma- 
son, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
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Parmenter, Patridge, 

iggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Snyder, Sieen- 
aie: Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watier- 
son, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Janes 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wood 
—79. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

The following resolution offered yesterday by 


Mr. McKay came up in its order and was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to tis House, with as little delay as possible, a list of 
the several appropriations which he states, in his report of the 
2d of June instant, were unexpended and outstanding on the 4th 
of Marci: last, referring to the acts by which they were made, 
and designating those which will be required for the service 0} 
the current year; and also those which will be required between 
the lat of June and the 3iat of August next 
Resolved, further, That the Secretary report to this House 
- the amount of moneygdrawn from the Treasury between the 
4th of March and the 3ist of May of the present year, both in 
clusive, the amount actounted for by disbursing agents within 
the same period, specifying particularly the amount accounted 
for of the moneys drawn since the 4thof March, and theamount 
accounted for of what was drawn prior to that day, so as to ex- 
hibit, as wear as possible, the amount of expenditures between 
the days above menuoned, and showing also the amount in the 
hands of disbursing agents, and unaccounted for on the 15th of 
June instant, : 
The following resolution offered yesterday by 
Mr. Kine of Georgia came up in its order: 
Resolved, That the surveys of Deboy and Lapelo inlets, in 
the State of Georgia, with the reports on the same, made by | 
Lieut. Glynn, U, 8. Navy, 1840, be published under the direction | 
of the Navy Department. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired that the gentle- 
man would give the House some information as to 
the expenses which would be incurred. There 
was no form suggested in which the work was to | 
be done, nor was the number of copies to be printed 
specified. A great deal of the public money had 
already been uselessly throwa away on such sub- 
jects; and he was now cesirous of forming some | 
idea of the expenses with which the reports of ihe 
surveys mentioned in the resolution would be at- 
tended. 

Mr. KING of Georgia made some explanation 
in relation to the resojution, and as to the coast 
survey. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said that he was glad | 
his friend from Georgia (Mr. Kine] had moved | 
the resolution. He (Mr. 8.) hoped it would pre- | 
vail. Coming from a commercial and maritime 
part of the country, he thought it his duty to sup- 
portit. He was surprised at the opposition made | 
at the last session to the publication of a chart of | 
part of the coast of North Carolina, after the sur- 
veys had been completed. Why should they not 
be published? For what purpose were the surveys 
and examinations made, at a greatexpense, if the | 
resuitis not given to the public,in the form of charts? 
He considered the coast survey which was going 
on, and which had reached Virginia, as one of the 
most important public works. No money was 
better expended than that which was necessary-for 
the prosecution of this great undertaking, which 
would be equally useful and honorable to the 
country. The beautiful charts of George's Shoals 
and of Cape Cod, those dangerous places where so 
many vessels had been wrecked, and so many 
lives lost, were eagerly sought by his constituents | 
who were engaged in navigation. They expressed | 
great satisfaction that the Government was engaged 
in enterprises the object of which isto lessen the 
dangers of navigation upon our extensive coast. 
He would prefer the publication of a larger num- 
ber than was proposed, and hoped there would be 
no opposition to the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT raised the question of order, that, 
under the rule adopted by the House, this debate 
was not in order. 

Bat the SPEAKER overruled the objection. 

Mr. BRIGGS thought that the House should 
know the extent of the expense that was to be in- 
curred. There was no matier in which more ex- 
travagance and irregularity had been manifested 
than in this very matter of the publication of maps. 
With a view that a proper inquiry might be made, 

he would move the reference of the resolution to the 
Committee on Commerce. 




















Payne, Pickens, Reding, 


|} should be adoptea. 


|| andwas intended to embrace the whole subject. 


||} and ought to be so. 
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Hundreds of thousauds—he believed he might say 
mi!lions—of dollars, had been expended upon it. It 
wes under the charge of au officer who was almost 
independent of the Government—almest indepen- 
dent of Congress—who received the salary of six 
thousand dollars a year for superintending it at the 
expense of one million. And what were the fruits 
of that expenditure? How many years would it 
take, and how much money, to survey the whole 
coast, at the same rate of time and rate of cost 
| which had been expended on the part already sur 
veyed?’ He desired as much as any man that the 
whole coast should be surveyed under men of sci- 
ence, but he wished it should be conducted upon 
such practical views, and so placed under the con- 


able prospe:t that the present generation might 
have the results of it. Some such mode, he thought, 
Mr. C. contended that the tni- 
angular system of survey was inapplicable to the 





1 southern coast of the United States. 


Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina, coritroverted 


|| this last position of Mr. C. and contended that that 


was the only mode of securing a perfect survey. 

And this objection, he said, came with a bad grace 

from a gentleman whose own section of country 
| had secured the very best surveys that every were 
made by this system of triangulation. 

Mr. CUSHING explained. All that he had 
said was, that the triangular system, scientifically 
speaking, was inapplicable to the Southern coun- 
try; that it could be applied to the Eastern States, 
but not to the Southern States, owing to the flat 
lands, &c. 

Mr. HOLMES had great respect, he said, for 
the literary acquirements of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusninc,] but was bot pre- 
pared, on a question of this kind, to set up the 
judgment of that gentleman against that of sucha 
man as Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that as good results 
had followed from the survey under the superinten- 
dence of Mr. Hassler as had ever been accom- 
plished under the same system of survey, in the 
same space of time. The work was a good one, 


We were now dependent upon foreigners for 
charts of our coast; we had none authentic of our 
own. 

Mr. E. expressed his surprise at the opinion ex- 
pressed by Mr. Cusnina, and contended that the 
triangular system could be carried out at the South, 
The nation, he thought, had 
a deep interest in the continuance and and comple- 
tion of the work, and expressed great confidence 
in the ability of Mr. Hassler to complete it. 

Mr. WISE made some remarks in favor of the 
triangular system; in course of which he said 
| that it was impossible for our naval and commer. 
cial marine to be properly informed about our 
coast without this system. In reply to remarks of 
Mr. Cusnine, Mr. W. characterized the idea of 
any member of this House superintending or criti- 
cizing the work of Mr. Hassler as ridiculous, He 
hoped that atthe very time when this work had 
got to that point at which the survey was most 
| wanted, a war would not be commenced against it; 
at least, without due investigation and a report of 
a committee. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose to a question of order. It 
was, that the debate, the motion to refer the reso- 
lution to the Committee on Commerce, with in- 
structions to report upon the expediency, and, in 
short, the whole subject, were out of order. Mr. 
P. read the rule adopted this session, which says 
that, “upon the presentation of petitions or other 
papers, on subjects not specially referred to the 
consideration of the House in the Message of the 
President, objection shall be considered as made,” 
&c. Again, in continuation of the rule, “The ac- 
tion of all committees, as above stated, shall be 
suspended during the present session. This sus- 





The debate here took a wider range, growing out 
of remarks made in relation to the triangular sys- 
tem of coast survey, adopted under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. CUSHING, in alluding to these remarks, 
inquired what bad been the result of that survey? 
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pension not to apply to the Committees of Ways 
and Means, Accounts, and Mileage, or the subject 
of a bankrupt law.”? The motion now before the 
House was to refer the matter to the Committee on 
Commerce, to inquire into the expediency, &c. and 
on this a long debate had arisen, in violation of 
all order, and in direct violation of the rule quoted. 


| trol of Congress, that there migh’ be seme reason. . 















Mr. P. said he would staie a case. Suppose he 
should to-day introduce a resolution ordering the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, or Ways and 
Means, no inquire into the expediency of making 
expenditures on the Cumberland road, the Ohio 
river, the Red river raft, to-morrow the question 
would come up, and, being enti'led to the floor, he 
could occupy hours, and, by the aid of his valued 
colleagues, portray for days the necessity of action 
or the injastice which had been done to the section 
of couniry they represented. What would become 
of the legitimate business upon which we were 
called together? What response will be given to 
the people, whose earnest cry is ** Action—prompt, 
efficient action?” Mr. P. said he could not con- 
ceive how the Chair, or any gentleman, could con. 
ceive the subject to be in order. 

The SPEAKER again overruled the point of 
order, and decided that the debate was in order, &c. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he would not appeal from 
the decision. He had discharged his duty, and 
should, in defence of the rights of his constivuents, 
avail himseif of the benefits of the decision of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. WARD of New York said he was gratified 
that this subject had been incidentally brought be- 
fore the House, for it was one that merited consi- 
deration; and if the discussion should have no 
other effect, it would awaken public attention, and 
direct it to it. 

In the year 1832, he presented this subject to 
the consideration of Congress, with some explana- 
tory remarks, the purport of which went to show 
the length of time which had already been con- 
sumed in the survey, without producing any favo- 
rable results, and also to show the importance to 
our marine aad commercial interests, of taking im- 
mediate steps to survey the harbors and inlets on 
our extensive coas!, which could be done by adopt- 
ing the chronomatic mode. 

Mr. W. did great justice to Mr. Hassler. He 
stated that he wasa man of science, and exceed- 
ingly well qualified for the station he occupied; but 
that it would take a century to complete the survey 
of the Atlantic coast, by the system of triangula- 
tion as performed by him. During this time the 
commerce of our country would be subject to great 
hazard and inconvenience, and great losses ir life 
and property would occur. 

The surveys of Cape Cod, St. George’s Banks, 
Mary river, from Tybee bar to Hunting Island 
by Captain Wilkes of the navy, that of the 
harbor of New York, which resulied in the disco- 
very of the new channel, by Captain Gedney of 
the navy, of which so much has been said, and the 
survey of Deboy and Lopelo Inlets in Georgia, by 
Lieutenant Glynn, and among others, were made 
under the direction of the Navy Department, en- 
tircly independent of the coast surveys under Mr. 
Hassler. [tis proper, however, to remark that 
these surveys might be used in filling” up the large 
triangles which constitute the trigonometrical 
survey under Mr. Hassler, and it may be the in- 
tention of the Government so to use them. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr.W1sg] stated 
that the British Government had more accurate sur- 
veys of on own coast than we had. Such, said Mr.W. 
may be the case, but those surveys were not made 
upon Mr: Hassler’s plan. They were made dur- 
ing the war of 1812, by scientific officers of their 
navy, by the chronomatic mode, when they could 
not retain a foothold in any part of our territory, 
sufficiently long to enable them to prepare a base 
line. Our officers have made similar ones, and 
the one now proposed to be published is of that 
charecter. 

But we have wandered from the point under 
consideration, said Mr. W. He had no objection 
to the publication of Lieut, Glynn’s survey, as pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. Kine } 
He thought, however, with the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. C. Jounson,] that we should have 
regard to economy, in the publication of these 
maps. If they were to be executed under the di- 
rection of the Navy Depariment, they will be done 
on copper, and at much greater expense than if 
published under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House. He hoped the gentleman [Mr. Kine] 
would so modify his resolution as to substitute “the 
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Clerk of the House” in place of “the Navy De- 


rtment.” E 

In the publication of them, however, it might be 
well to consider the propriety of adopting a uniform 
system, SO that when the coast survey was pub- 
ished, they would not require reputlicauon. 

Mc. KING of Georgia made a few remarks in 
illustration of the necessity of this particular chart. 

He modified his resolution by moving its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CUSHING denied that he had any desire to 
prevent the completion of the survey of the South- 
ern coast. His constituents were as anxious it 
should be completed as were the constituents of gen- 
tlemen from the South. It was their vessels and 
men that were most exposed to the perils arising 
from a want of survey, and it was for thal very 
reason that he wished to see the survey completed, 
that we might have practical results during the pre- 
sent generation. It was the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Kina) who had first suggested doubts on 
the subject, and he (Mr. C.) had only supported 
them. He d:d not pretend to understand the sci- 
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entific details of this triangu'ar system; but he | 


could look at certain facts, and he could come to 
conclusions upon them. He could see the amount 
of money expended; he could see that there would 
be no practical results: he could see that a century 
would be required to cover the Southern coasi at 
the same rate of time that had been taken to survey 
the Northern coast; and he thought that no man 
was so superlatively wise as to be above the Go- 
vernment, or beyond the reach of criticism in this 
House. 

All he desired was, that such results migh: be at- 
tained as the present generation could avail them- 
selves ot. So far from wishing the survey to 


cease, he wished it to be pursued as expeditiously 


as possible to practical results. He desired also that 
an investigation should be made into the subject by 
this House. 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew his motion to refer to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MALLORY briefly advocated the proposi- 
tion, for which he said he should vote as it now 
stood. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, by unanimous consent, reported 
a bill to appropriate for a limited time the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands of the United 
States, and for granting lands to certain Siates. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The followiag resolution, presented yesterday by 
- CampPBELL of South Carolina, came up in iis 
order: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue,” approved 
July 4, 1840, asto authorize all duties, taxes, debts, or sums of 
money, accruing and becoming payable to the United States 
to be collected and paid in the legal currency of the United 
States, or in Treasury notes, or in current bank notes of specie- 
paying banks, payable and paid on demand in the said legal cur- 
rency of the United States: and also ef providing by law for set- 
tlements with the banks, respectively, for such balances of their 
notes as may remain on hand at the expiration of certain pe- 
riods: and also of repealing so much of the said act entitled 
“AN act to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue,” as makes it obligato- 
ry, after a certain period, upon officers or agents engaged in 
making disbursements om account of the United States, or of 
the General Post Office, to make all payments in gold and sil- 
ver coin only. 


_Mr. CAMPBELL said-he would occupy the 
time of the House but for a moment. At the time 
he submitted the resolution, it was his intention ts 
debate it on the reference, but inasmuch as almost 
every question connected with the revenue of the 
country had been reterred to the Committee of 
Waysand Means, and the Select Committee on the 
Curreney, and as reports would be brought into the 


House, he would postpone the remarks he intended 
to make until that time. 


_ Mr. FESSENDEN said that if the effect of send- 
1og this resolution to the Commtttee of Ways and 
Means would be to defer action on the bill sent to 
that committee, he should oppose it. Mr. F. re- 
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ferred to his remarks yesterday on the motion to re- 
fer that bill, and repeated the opinion then expressed 
by him, that the House itself might as well have 
acted upon it at once; for if there was one subject 
on which the representatives of the people had 
been instructed, it was the repeal of the Sub- 
Treasury. 

Mr. PICKENS said that he was fully aware 
that his colleague [Mr. Campseui] had conscien- 
tious scruples about the specie clause in the Inde- 
pendent Treasury Jaw; and he was, therefore, wil- 
ing to give him an opportunity to be heard. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Fessenpen] 
bad said that we came here instructed to repeal 
the Sub-Treasury; and Mr. PicKENs rose 'o protest 
against. the demagoguical doctrine—he rose : to 
protest against the iasiructions emanating from 
cross road meetings, and log cabin and tavern 
gatherings. Were they to be influenced by the dic- 
tates of men who knew nothing ot the subjects of 
which they spoke? No; they were assembled to 
legislate on measures presented to them for delibe- 
ration. They were a rational assembly, intelli- 
gent freemen, called here to legislate, and not to 
render edicts, in this or the other branch of Con- 
gress. He had heard this doctrine advanced too 
often in the House, and hoped their faces would 
now be set against it. Letthe subjects upon which 
they were called to deliberate, receive their atien- 
tion; let them deport themselves as gentlemen who 
have convened to consult together, and not sit upon 
the miserable doctrine that we are to obey the in- 
structions recorded in the cross road taverns. It 
was against the spirit of cur institutions. We re- 
present our constituents, it is true, (said Mr. P.) 
but while we do so, let us consult in the spirit of 
freemen, meet on half-way ground, and give due 
weight to the matters involved in the great mea. 
sures which will be submitted to us, and which 
they deserve. Do not come here as the miserable 
tools of party, or of popular assemblages. 

Mr. FESSENDEN said that when the motion 
had been made yesterday to refer this bi!! to the 
Co-nmittee of Ways and Means, there was some- 
thing more in the motion than met the ear; and 
the conviction, he now thought, must have come 
home to gentlemen that there had been good 
grounds for such a suspicion. It struck Mr. F. at 
the time, from the faint tone in which the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fittmore] had made the 
motion, and from the annanciation (on which he 
had appeared to lay much stress) that he had been 
instructed (o make such a motion, as well as from 
the promptitude with which the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Atnerron,] the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Jones,] and the gentieman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens, ] had sprung to their 
feet and opposed any other reference of the bill, 
that there was more in the proposition than met 
the ear. Still, as the reference to that committee 
had been advocated by the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Serceanrt,] he sup- 
posed it must be all right. To-day, however, his 
first suspicions had strnck his mind with renewed 
force, and he was now decidedly opposed to giving 
the bill that direction. He was of opinion that 
the repeal of the Sub-Treasury law ought to be 
made at ones. The people of the United States 
had most unequivocally condemned that law, and 
he believed this House was ready to obey their 
voice. The majority of the House did not want 
to talk about a thing so plain; and if the minority 
did, the sooner they commenced their harangues 
the better. He presumed it would come to the 
same thing in the end. Why, then, produce una- 
vailing delay? Tha gentieman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Picxens] bad branded Mr. F’s remarks 
as those of a demagogue— 

[Here Mr. Pickens interposed. He had said 
that they were in the style of a demagogue. Mr, 
P. had called them demagoguical.J 

Well: it made no great difference: he presumed 
he gentleman did not mean directly to call Mr. F. 
ademagogue. Mr. F. had not the pleasure to 
know that gentleman personally, but he presumed 
there were very few gentlemen in the House or in 
the country that had not some knowledge of him 
by reputation; and from all Mr. F. had heard or 
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seen of the speeches of the honorable gratieman, 
he had always supposed him to be one of the very 
highest-toned Democrats, one who was every ready 
implicitly and instantly to bow io the will of the 
people; certainly no gentieman talked longer or 
louder on the obligation resting on all public men 
to do so. And what had Mr. F. said that did not, 
in substance, amount to thai?) He had said that 
the people bad pronounced the Sub-Treasury law 
both odious and dangerous, it was their duty at 
once to put an end to it. Was that any thing so 
foul, so abominable, so very horrible? Was there 
any thing so very ‘‘demagoguical” in the doctrine 
that Representatives were bound to obey their con- 





| stituents? But the gentleman now preached that 


let the people speak as plainly as they would, their 
Representatives in that House were not promptly 
and at oace to carry out their will, but were to con- 
sult first whether they should do it or not. 

Mr. PICKENS here interposed to explain. The 
gentleman from Maine bad entirely mistaken his 
meaning: he had never maintained that Represen- 
talives were not bound to obey the voice of the peo- 
ple: what he had costended for was, that the con- 
demnation of the Sub-Treasury had not been de- 
manded by the voice of the people, but what the 
gentleman reterred to as the people’s voice was the 
mere echo of popuiar meetings under the influence 
of e ectioneering excilement. 

Mr. F. resumed. If that was what the gentle- 
man meant, then he had been replying to what Mr. 
F. had never said. All that he had contended for 
was, that as the people had instructed their Repre- 
sentatives that it was their will that the Sub-Trea- 
sury should be repealed, it was the duty of their Re- 
presentatives forthwith to repeal it .If the gentleman 
meant to say that he had never loudiy urged the 
popular decision as an argument against the bank, 
those associated with him certainly had done so. 
As for Mr F. he remained to-day where he had 
been yesterday. He believed then that the bill had 
taken a wrong direction, and he believed so still. 
He had thought that the House did not understand 
what the effect was going to be, but now it was 
abundantly manifest. Now another bar was pro- 
posed to be interposed to impede the speedy action 
of the House in repealing this odious law. He 
hoped that the motion would not prevail. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky opposed the resolution 
now before the House, because it proposed to do an 
impossibility. Nc; if Congress did its daty to the 
American people, it would not retain one vestige of 
a law against which they had set their face. The 
gentleman from Maine had traly said that the peo- 
ple had sat in judgmeat on this Sub-Treasury law, 
and condemned it, and that it was the daty of Con- 
gress to execute judgment; and Mr. D. for one, 
was prepared to do it. 

Mr. POPE of Kentucky, observed that he had 
yesterday voted against his own better judgment, 
out of deference to the opinion of the gentleman 
{rom Massachusetts, {Mr. ADams,]} as weil as of the 
chairman of the select committee, [Mr. Seaoeanr. } 
His doubis as to the propriety of sending this bill 
to the Committee of Ways and Means had this 
morning been confirmed. He was himself one of 
the select committee, and he certainly did not de- 
sire the labor; but he was satisfied that it appro- 
priately belonged to that committee. It was fit 
that the consideration of repealing ithe Sub-Trea- 
sury, and of providing a substitate, whether 
bank or fiseal agent, should be confided to 
one and the same committee. He was opposed 
to pushing the measure through the House without 
a previous reference to the commitiee. Mr. P. in- 
tended to vete for the repeal and for the appoint- 
ment of a substitate fur the Sab-Treasury plan, 
but both ought to be done in a manner becoming 
the order and dignity of that House. Let a com- 
mittee examine the entire subject, and report what 
was proper to be done. Mr. P. had intended to 
move a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday, 
referring the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and,to make room for that motion, he 
would now move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina pressed 
Mr. Porg to withdraw this motion, ‘o allow him to 
make some remarks in explanation, but Mr. P. 
declined doing so. The question was thereupon 
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taken, and the resolution of Mr. CampseLt was || commitice want to reiaina single plank, that on 


laid on the table. 

Mr. POPE now moved te reconsider the act of 
the House yesterday, by which it had referred the 
bill for the repeal of the Sub-Treasury to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with a view to having 
it peferred to the Seicct Committee on the Cur- 
rency. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that on yesterday he op- 
posed the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. He was precluded from 
giving his views by the previous question, but inti- 
mated his objection by a cail for the yeas and 
nays, thinking that bis political friends would cer- 
tainly understand the hint bis motion conveyed, 
that a misdirection was about to be given to an 
important public measure. He was glad that his 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Pore] had moved a 
reconsideration of the reference; and he believed 
that the House now perceived the error they had 
committed in sending that bill to a committee of 
such doubtful political texture as the Ways and 
Means—doubtiul at all events upon this one sub- 
ject. 

Mr. P. said he hoped the vote would be reconsid- 
ered, and thatthe bill might be referredito the Select 
Committee on the Currency. He hoped no one 
would think of putting it into Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. SOLLERS gave his reasons why he should 
vote for the reconsideration of the vote of yester- 
day; and in doing so, would appeal to the ma- 
jority ot the House to refer the subject to that 
committee which was likely to report most speedi- 
ly upon it. 

Mr. ADAMS said that when this subject had 
been up yesterday, and different gentlemen had 
proposed, some to send the bill to the Select Com- 
mitiee on the Currency, and others to reier it to the 
he had stated 
that, in his opinion, the bill might very appropri- 
ately be sent to either o{ these committees; but 
that, for his own part, and with a view to save 
himself trouble, he had preferred that it should go 
the Committee of Ways and Means. ~ Since then 
he had changed bis opinion. He now knew a lit- 
tle more about the composijion of the Committee 
of Ways and Means; andthe motion of the gen- 
tlemaa irom South Carolina [Mr. Campsett] this 
morning, had enlightened bim still more on that 
subject. When the bill was beiore the House, as 
it came from the Senate, it had presented, so far 
as the repeal of the Sub-Treasury went, a very 
simple question: the bill contained a ful!, unequi- 
vocal repeal of thatlaw. But there was a second 
section, in regard to which Mr. A had kappened 
to differ from the gentieman jrom Maine, [Mr. 
FesseENDEN| as to the propriety of immediately 
acting upon it; and he sti/l thought that that sec- 
tion of the bill should be maturely conside-ed and 
reporied on by some committee. Bui he did not 
desire that that committee should be the Committee 


of Ways and Means; because, trom the proposi- | 


tion of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
CaMPBELL] this morning, it appeared that, in that 
commiliee, it was a question whether the Sub- 
Treasury jaw ought to be repealed at all; and the 
discussion of that question was likely to carry the 
House to the month of August, before it cbiamed 
any repert from the commitiec. 

Mr. A. then referred atsome length to the cir- 
cumstances under which the Sub-Treasury bill 
had passed, and what was said on the oceasion 
He intimated that it was prematurely thrust upon 
the House, and crammed down the throais of the 
then Opposition. 

After some further remarks, in which he com- 
piimented the Opposition for the good temper they 
had observed since their defeat, Mr. A. said, 
if I know any thing of the signs of the times, 
a majority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means have made up their minds not to re- 
port to this House the entire repeal of the 
Sub-Treasury law; they want to modify it; they 
cannot give it up entirely; they must retain some 
small fragment, a single plank of the old vessel, 
as the shipbuilders do when they break up a seventy- 
four and wish the new vessel to retain the same 
name which rendered the old one illustrious. The 


this they may, peradventure, hereafter rebuild the 
whole, From the remarks of the gentlemao from 
South Carolina, he seems to think that his col- 
league is a little scrupulous about the specie clause, 
and as he considers him very conscientious in ihe 
matter, he is willing to accommodate him. Now 
Iam as willing as the gentleman can be to do any 
thing in reason, but I really hope he will not ask 
us to remain here until Christmas deliberating 
whether we will repeal the Sab-Tieasury law or 
not. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had very little to say 
on the present subject. He had yesterday made 
the motion on which this bill had been referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Meaas, and, as he 
had remarked at the time, he had done so by order 
of the committee, bat was himself indifferent as to 
what course it should take. It might be, perhaps, 
no more than proper to siate that the committee 
had not been full at the time the ordef was given. 
Although he had feit bound to obey the direciion 
of the commitiee, he was himself entirely willing 
that the vote of reference be reconsidered. The 
committee had more business to attend to than any 
other belonging to the House. Any genileman 
who would look at the second section of the Senate 
bill must at once perceive that it required serious 
deliberation. He believed that, among the majori- 
ty in that House, there existed no difference of opi- 
nion as to the propriety of repealing the Sub-Trea- 
sury law. The first section of the Senate bill 
would, he presumed, receive the approbation of 
every gentleman on that side of the House; but it 
might not be quite so clear what it was proper to 
do in reference to the second section; here there 
might very well exist a difference of opinion; and 
in reference to ameasure of such weighty impor- 
tance there ought no doubt or uncertainty to pre- 
vail in the country as to the meaning of the Legis- 
lawwre—all ambiguity ought to be removed. 

There had been an allusion by his honorable 
friend from Massachuset's [Mr. Apams] in refer- 
ence to the views of the membrrs of the commit- 
tee; and on that point Mr. F. wished to say a word. 
The gentlemen had assumed that a majority of the 
committee were disposed not to repeal, bul to modi- 
fy the law, so asto leave a portion of it still in 
force. What means of knowledge that gentieman 
might possess, Mr. F. did not pretend to know. 
There might be such a determination or desire in 
the minds of mem'ers of the committee, but Mr. 
F. knew of no such thing. The commitiee had, as 
yet, had bat litile intercouise, and therefore he 
miglt have the less means of knowing; but it was 
not on that grouad that he was now willing to re. 
consider. 

The Committee on the Carrency had been 
charged with preparing a substitute to take the 
piace of the Sub-Treasury after it should have been 
repealed, It seemed, therefore, peculiarly appro- 
priate that the bill should be sent tothem. It was 
theirs to provide agains! ihe temporary inconveni- 
ence thal might occur during the hiatus that might 
exist between the repca! of the present fiscal agent 
and the enacting of asabsitate. It was not for him 
to say what should be done on this subject. There 
seemed to him to be some deubt whether the en- 
acting of the second clause of the S:nate’s bill 
would not revive the Siate bank law of 1836. 
This was a serious question; for he believed that 
the State bank system was almost as universaily 
condemned by the people as the Sub-Treasury. In 
regard to this, Mr. F. weuld express no opinion, 
further than to say that, if it became indispensable 
in order to fill up the space between the repeal- 
ing of one system and the adopting of another, he 
should assent to it only from the necessity of the 
case. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL observed that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had alluded to the mo- 
tion'he had had the honor to make as being cennected 
with supposed opinions of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Mr. C, deemed it due to himself to 
state that he had offered the resolution without 
having had consultation in regard to it with a single 
human being. He bad had no opportanit# to know 
what the opinions of the committee might be; all 
that he had wished was, that the question for their 


deliberation.might be made as broad as Possible, 
since the whole subject bad been thrown open by 
the terms of the President’s message. 

Mr. C. went on to observe that gentlemen might 
be mistaken as to the condemnation of the Sub. 
Treasury by public opinion. There were many 
who condemned the Sub-Treasury law, as it now 
stood, who were nevertheless in favor of separat- 
ing the custody of the pub!ic money from all bank. 
ing Operations and commercial purposes. Many 
opposed iton account of the specie clause, as go- 
ing to increase taxation without an adequate com- 
pensation, and as operating to diminish the prices 


of labor. Mr. C. was willing to admit that, as the 
law now stocd on the statute book, it was con- 
demned. He was sorry that there should have 


been a change in the opinions ofthe gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] snee 1838 
Mr. C. had then had the honor of introducing a 
measure containing the principles of the Sub- 
Treasury, and it had been carried, if he mistook 
not, by the vote of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. On that point he shouid like to have the 
journal referred io. 

Mr WISE was understood to observe that it was 
not considered as in order to give on the floor of 
the House the details of what had passed in any 
one of the standing committees. Conversations 
there were understood as belonging to the commit- 
tee alone, and not to go outof doors. A gentle. 
man had this morning told the the House that he 
had discovered something ominons in the motion 
to refer the bill repealing the Sub-Treasury law to 
the Cominitiee of Ways and Means, and that there 
was some under current operating in the House 
which had led to the adopticn of that motion. 
While another gentleman had supposed that in 
that motion there was more than met the ear, be- 


| cause the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitt- 


MORE] had announced it in a faint voice, and had 
observed that he was instructed to move it. Other 
gentlemen might possibly differ from him as to 
what it meant to be instructed. 

Other gentlemen seemed to be alive to the same 
suspicion; and the gentleman from Massachusetts 
said that he was now beter informed as to the 
composition of the committee. On this vague, 
out-of-door rumor about an under curient, and 
about the views of certain members of the com- 
mittee, concerning which no gentleman had avow- 
ed any distinct knowledge, the House was now 
called upon to retract its steps—to undo its 
ewn action. And why—why? Something had 
been discovered. The gentleman from Masssa- 
chusetts was one Columbus who had made the 
discovery of this unknown land, and it seemed 
there were several others. Now Mr. W. thought 
that he too could discover something; he thought 
be had discovered, {rom what had fallen from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Fitimore] that there was a disposition in 
certain quarters very easily to acquiesce in this 
motion for reconsidering. Possibly a majority of 
the Committee of Ways and Means might be in 
favor of delaying a report on the bill to repeal the 
Sub-Treasury law until they should see what was 
to be the substitute for it. They might be unwil- 
ling to run tor an unknown shore, surrounded 
with shoals and breakers, without first knowing the 
channel by which they were to steer. Now it was 
proposed to change the reference; and Mr. W. 
supposed that this motion had been brought for- 
ward on a calculation that the Select Committee 
on the Currency would be more hasty, rash, and 
reckless than the Commitiee of Ways and Means 
in reporting back the bill to the House; that the 
same recklecsness was to be observed in destroying 
the Sab-Treasury which had been manifested in 
establishing it. It seemed to be expected that the 
committee would be ready to rush forward blind- 
fold, not knowing whither their course was tending. 

Mr. W. could not vote for the reconsideration 
on such a ground as this. He could not consent te 


show so much disrespect to the select committee. 
The chairman of that committee [Mr. Serogant] 
was not now here; he was necessarily absent from 
the city, but Mr. W. would undertake to say on 
his behalf that he would consent to de nothing 
rashly. Mr. W. was ready to go as far as any 
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gentleman in the repeal ef the Sub-Treasury jaw. 
He always had opposed and condemned it; but if 
gentlemen wished to make the repeal of that law 
the first work of the Administration, why not ap- 

roach their object directiy? Mr. W. would make 
them this proposition. The most rancorous Sub- 
Treasury man in this country would admit that the 
Jaw had been condemned by the people. Woy not 
then at once refer the bill for its repeal to a Com- 
miitee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
That was gentlemen’s course. What was his own? 
He was in favor of the repeal of the jaw, but be- 
fore he repealed all the provisions it contained, he 
must see exactly what was to come in their place. 
The first war he had ever commenced in that 
House was a war on Reuben M. Whitney and the 
State bank system; a system which he considered 
worse than any Sub-Treasury, or than a Bank of 
the United States; a system which the President 
himself declared in his message had been just as 
decidedly condemned as the Sub-Treasury. Even 
though Congress should repeal the Sub-Treasary, 
he should go against reviving the Siate banks. 

Iftne Committee of Ways and Means were un- 
willing to shut their eyes and rush blindly onward, 
did gentlemen supy@se that the Committee on the 
Currency would be any less prudent? He trusted 
not. Let us hear no more about putting the Sub- 
Treasury to death; it was dead already—dead— 
dead. And why were gentlemen so eager to run 
their swords into this dead Hotspur? He would 
not consent to pass the bill for its repeal till he 
knew what sort of a substitute was to be provided 
for it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST referred to the reasons he 
had stated yesterday why the bill should go to the 
Select Committee and not to the Commitiee of 
Ways and Means. In looking at the constitution 
of the Committee of Ways and Means he had felt 
tbe probability that quesiions might arise in that 
committee which weuld delay their action on the 
bill; but, besides this, there was enouxh in ihe 
very nature of the subject to indicate that it ought 
to go to the Select Committee. The House had 
raised that committee for the express purpose of 
reporting a system which implied the removal of 
that now in operation. If the bill was net sent to 
that committee they would be compelled, in the 
discharge of their duty, to be consulting with the 
committee which had charge ef the bill. Tne ac- 
tion of the House would be delayed by thus refer- 
ring different parts of one general subject to two 
different committees who must consu!t each other. 
The Select Committee had nothing before them but 
this general subject, while the Committee of Ways 
and Means had already a large amount of business 
on their hands—this must necessarily engross their 
minds, and leave comparatively but a small por- 
tion of their time aad attention for the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill. The Select Committee would not act 
more rashiy than the Commitiee of Ways and 
Meang; they were men of experience and prudence, 
and would exercise cool deliberation on all subjecis 
submitted to them; they would take the necessary 
time to consider the subject, and would report to 
the House the matured results of their collective 
wisdom. This course would best conform to the 
wishes of the people; the voice of the nation called 
for action, action—early action. Mr. T. was for 
fulfilling the just expectation of the people; this 
was a duty at all times, but pre-eminently such at 
this time. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that from 
what had transpired among the majority, it ap- 
peared thai the reference of the bill for the repeal 
of the Sub-Treasury to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, had been a political blunder. He 
wished this to be understood by the people of the 
United Siates, tuat what had been done by the ma- 
jority yesterday, or at least a part of them, must 
be undone to day because it was a political bjun- 
der. But,said he, I warn gentiemen, that while 
they are correcting one political blunder they do 
hotcommitanother. I believe you are in danger 
of falling into a series of blunders. 

Mr. B. said he thoug*t the gentlemen from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wise] was right in the view he had 
taken. If the Sub-Treasury was repealed before 
any substitute was provided, why delay for a mo- 





meni? Why not at once call the previous question, 
and clear away the ground fora new fiscal agent? 
Whenever they shouid do thai, however, the de- 
posite system would be enforced, although the 
banks were ia such a position that the Seerctary 
of the Treasury could not isgally employ them as 
depositaries. ‘This, said he, is the way to correct 
blunders. Repeal the Sub-Treasury, revive the 
deposite act, and then tell the people that the banks 
cannot receive the money! Let gent!emen go on; 
but I teil them if this is the way they choose to per- 


petuate their power, they are welcome to all the | 


glory of spearing this cead Hotspur. | believe, 
however, that the reference so happily made by 
the genileman trom Virginia, wi!i hold good in 
another respect; for these valorous, hot-headed 
Falstaffs appear to be :eatly afraid of the dead bo- 
dy as it lies on the ground, and gallantly run off 
tor their spears. 

But, continced he, ! positively deny that the Sub- 
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Treasury system has ever been condemned by the | 


people of the United States. J deny that Pennsy!- 


vania has ever expressed its approbation of a Na- | 
tional Bank, and I challenge any member from that | 


State to show to the contrary. It is true that the 
Legislature gave instructions in favor of the repeal 
of the Sub-Treasury, and a distribution of the pub- 
lic land+; but there have been no legislative instruc- 
tions in favor of the creation of a National Bank. 
The experience of the State is against it. They 
found the Jast iastitution full of corruption and 
fraud, and they are unwilling to trust such another. 

The issue made be‘ore the people was this, that 
the Executive had.too much power through the es- 
tablishsment of the Sub Treasury. Separate the 
Sub-Treasury from this influence, and there will 
be no danger. 

But, said Mr. B. with great animation, was it the 
Sub-Treasury alone that was argued before the 
people at the late election? Were there no other 
subjects brough: before them? Had the cas? of 
Lieutenant Hooe no share in producing the result? 
Had the speech of my late colleazue [Mr. Oare]} 
about the “palace,” the ‘ gorgeous curtains,” the 
“gold spoons,” the “Eag!i-h carriege,” aud the “big 
looking giass,” nothing t6 do with the matter? ; 

Now, I ask, since this Administration came into 
power, where is the biil that has been brought in to 
prohibit the evidence of negroes? (“Order ! order !’”) 

Where, I ask, is the bi!l that has been brought 
in to strip the White House, and convert it into a 
log-eabin? (‘‘Order! order! order!”) 

Mr. BROWN, at this portion of his speech, was 
assailed from all parts by calls to order, on the 
ground of irrelevancy. Ee protested against such 
conduct, and reminded those who so loudly called 
him to order, that their own friends might talk all 
round the compass without interruption. 

Afier some conversation on the point of order, 

Mr. BROWN proceeded, and said that at the 
election, another subject mooted was the tariff. 
That had been, and still was,a great question in 
Pennsylvania. The people had been told that the 
late Administration had sacrificed the interests of 
industry, but that their suecessors would establish 
2 protective. tanff. ‘They had been told that the 
“Northern man with Southern principles,” and his 
party, were paralyziog the efforts of honest industry, 
but that these things would all be remedied whea 
the new Administration got into power. 

I have, said Mr. B. seen the numerous banners 
carried about Pennsylvania at the late election, on 
which was incribed “A Protective Tariff,” ‘In- 
dustry Protected; and I have now in my posses- 
sion a banner, on which is represented an old sol- 
dier entering a log cabin, with the words *Protec- 
tive Industry” over the door. These were the re- 
presentations made to the people of my Siate be- 
tore the election; and they were assured that the 
interests of industry would be protected so soon as 
the reformers came into power. Yet, when a col- 
league of mine [Mr. Fornance] introduced a reso- 
lution on the subject the other day, asking what 
had been promised, how was it disposed of? Did 
the reformers remeinber their declaration? No, for 
the resolutien was laid on the table, and Pennsylva- 
nia had been leftin a minority of sixty ! 

The people of my State were also told about the 
“blood hounds” in Florida, and their sympathies 











had been wrought upon by the “shocking details,” 
to a great extent. They had been told what a mer- 
ciless and savage thing it was to let the blood 
hounds loose amoag the Indians; and yet the very 
individual who acknowledged that he ordered 
those dogs from Cuba, has since been elevated to be 
Governor over the very region wiere the dogs were 
employed! 

Mr. B. concluded by again denying that the peo- 
pie of his State had condemned the Sub-Treasury, 
or sanctioned a National Bank. He catled upon 
the majority to give the country a protective tariff. 
It separated the Treasury from Executive influ- 
ence, 

Mr. ALFORD of Georgia wished to offer a few 
remarks in justification of the vote he had given 
yesterday. He believed at the time that he 
was voling to send the bill to the committee which 
had legitimate jurisdiction over the sabject. He 
still thought so. If the Sub-Treasury was to be 
repealed, he thought the Committee of Ways and 
Means the proper committee to doit. He himself 
wasin favor ot the repeal. He thought the select 
commitiee would have quite enough to do to re- 
store to the country a sound currency. All the 
Committee of Ways and Means would have to do 
would be to report the bill: a majority of that com- 
mitiee were in favor of the repeal. The genileman 
trom Massachusetts and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had talked to the House of their discove- 
ries; he believed there was one thing they would 
find it had enough to discover, and that was, to 
give a sound and uniform currency to a coan'ry 
that had none atall, or worse than none. He 
hoped the House would aci promptly on the re- 
peal: and that, in the meanwhile, the Committee 
on the Currency would have a sabstitute ready 
provided to meet the wants ofthe country. If the 
plan they should report was one Mr. A. 
could approve, he was ready to vote for it; 
if not, not. He had not come here to watch 
under-currenis, but to do hi: duty openly and 
fearlessly. A gentleman had wanted something 
done to avoid Executive dictation; and it was 
very true that ibe war last summer had been 
waged against Executive influence and Executive 
dictation. Bat, thank God, Executive power in this 
Government was now effec'ually put down. The 
danger was still [rom power, but not in the Exe- 
cutive. ‘The course of power was that of a rush- 
ing cannon-ball—as soon as it was turned by some 
insurmountable obstacle out of one direction, it 
gianced off immediately in another, but it was still 
formidable. Power was now leaving the Exeeu- 
tive for the Legislative branch of the Government; 
and it was there even worse. He held it unwise 
to follow the dictation of any man to the injary of 
the people; but there was no danger so long as the 
present Executive continued in office. He appealed 
to gentlemen of ail parties to say whether there 
was any fauit that could be found ta the President’s 
message, save this, that it abste!ned from positively 
recommending to Congiess any course for them to 
pursue. The President stated facts and reasons, 
and then Jeft Congress to choose its own course. 
No; executive disiatios was overthrown—it was 
dead, and gone—dead and buried. The voice of 
the people irom their log cabins, ay, and from the 
railroad crossings and stumps, from the moantains 
and from the valieys, had put it down once and 
forever. Now let us guard against other dictation 
not less dangerous. Mr. A. was io favor of di- 
viding the business of the House among its various 
committees, and Jet each report on its own share 
of it. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he bad beard it iterat- 
ed and reiterated so often upon that floor, that the 
people had decided against the Sub-Treasury, in 
elevating to the Presidential chair William Henry 
Harrison, that be felt it his daty to say a few 
words in reply. Were there not many other ques- 
tions connected with the late contest? He would 
venture to assert that where the Sub-Treasury was 
mentioned once, the “gorgeous splender” of the 
White House was mentioned a thousand times. 
Do not gentlemen recollect that the whole face of 
the nation, as it were, was filled with humbugs? 
But the greatest and most effectual humbug 
of all was the impression which the Whig 
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leaders fastened upon the public mind, that the 
derangement in the currency, the pressure in the 
money market, and the embarrassments generally, 
which pervaded the whole country, were atiributa- 
ble to the late Administration of the Govern- 
ment! Who believes, for a moment, that Mr. 
Van Buren would have been defeated, if such 
general prosperity had existed ia 1840, as seemed 
io exist in 1836? The people were made to think 
that a ‘‘clange” would better their condition, if not 
afford immediate relief. The cry of “change,” 
“change,” was rung throughout the land. The 
present Attorney General of the United States, 
proclaimed aloud, that the bare annunciation of 
the election of General Harrison would add a bun- 
dred millions to the capital of the country, and the 
whole allied powers of Whigery cried amen. 
Have these predictions and promises been realized? 
Let a humbugged and deceived people answer! 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania called Mr. W. 
te order. 

Mr. W. continued. Is it not in order to reply 
to remarks which have been made by the majority 
here, with interruption? If not, he would take his 
seat. He knew it was very unpalatable to seme 
gentlemen to have the past alluded to. Now 
they have got iuto power, and are trampling under 
foot every principle they professed when endea- 
voring to obtain i!, they want to seal our lips, and 
prevent us from exposing their hypocrisy, by re- 
peated calls to order. 

Here Mr. MOORE of Louisiana arose and said 
he hoped the gentleman would be permitted to pro- 
ceed. He was for full discussion. 

Mr. W. continued Before the election what did 
we hear? The:expenditures of the Government 
during Mr. Adams’s administration, were thirteen 
millions; now they are twenty-five or thifty mil- 
lions! Only put us in power, and we will put an 
end to this profligate expenditure of the people's 
money. We will “reform” this extravagance— 
we will restore economy in all the Departments. 
Where is the evidence of your economy, gentle- 
men? Echo answers—where? Can it be foundin 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
proposes expending some eight millions of dollars 
more this year thana Democratic Congress appro- 
priated—in all twenty-six or seven millions? Can it 
be found in the report of the Secretary of War, 
who tells us he must have two millions and a half 
now at any rate, and afler a while he will 
ask us for the very moderate sum of about thirty- 
three millions more. to expend in the building of 
fortifications, light-houses, &c.? Is not this “re- 
trenchment and reform” with a vengeance? You 
can scarcely take up a document emanating from 
any of the Executive Departments this session, 
but you read, ‘‘more mohey—more taxes.” 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected to Mr. 
W. proceeding. 

Mr. CLIFFORD of Maine moved that Mr. W, 
be permitted to proceed in order; which was 
granted without a count. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he was certainly very 
unfortunate—he hever seemed to be in order. He 
hoped certain gentlemen would not be so sensitive. 
Are they afraid of the truth?) It would appear so 
from their restlessness. He would advise them to 
keep cool, as he was only desirous to give them 
the preface of what he intended te say on some 
other occasion, God being willing and the majori- 
ty here concurring. Gentiemen bad asserted over 
and over again that the Sub-Treasury bad been 
condemned by the people at the Presidential elec- 
tion. Was it not legitimate to show that such 
was not the fact—that the Whigs succeeded by mak- 
ing false professions about economy—by inventing 
one humbug after another—and by making pro- 
mises and pledges that they never intended 
to redeem? It would be recollected that, 
whea he introduced a preamble and _ resolu- 
tions the other morning, setting forth the pro- 
fessions of certain Whig leaders before the 
election in regard to proscription for opinion’s 
sake, what a fluttering there was in the ranks of the 
majority in the House. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. Dawson,] and others, even objected to 
thear being read, under the pretence that they were 

* disrespectful to that majority. Ay, indeed! And 





is it disrespectful to quote the very language of 
Clay, and of Webster, and of Crittenden, and of 
Bell, on the subject of removals? They al'c ontended 
tha it was a great outrage to remove a public offi- 
cer on account of his political opinions. They went 
further: they maintained that the President had no 
power to remove without the consent of the Senate, 
and that he was bound to give the reasons for the 
removal in every case. No, sit; no. It was not 
because there was any thing disrespectful either in 
the preamble or resolutions to the Whigs here or 
elsewhere, that made them so bilious. They did 
not like to see the principles which they professed 
compared with their practices. There’s where the 
shoe pinched. Mr. W. read a paragraph from the 
National [ntelligencer’s correspondent of this morn- 


ing, calling upon the President to tumble overboard ~ 


all the Democratic office-holders; stating that the 
country demanded it. And, as a sort of knock- 
down argument in favor of such wholesale pre- 
scription, said ‘you do not know how we have suffer - 
ed for the last twelve years!” Was this the language 
employed by the Whig party when endeavoring to 
upset the late Administration? Far from it. Then 
proscription was all wrong—the only questions 
they would ask would be, “Is he bonest?”—“Is he 
capable?” ‘Will he support the Constitution?” If 
a public officer discharged his duty, he should be 
retained, no matier what were his political opi- 
nions. Now, whatdo we hear? We have “suf- 
fered immensely for the last twelve years”—we 
have fought hard—to the ‘victors belong the 
spoils,” and we want our pay. Sir, they are get- 
ting their reward rapidly. More removals have 
been made by this Administration in tke short space 
of two or three months, than were made during al- 
most every Administration since the origin of the 
Government. And sucha set have been put in 
their places! Great God, only glance over the list. 

Mr. MORGAN of New York called Mr. W. to 
order. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was not in order. 

Mr. WATTERSON said nothing appeared to 
be in order coming from the Democrats. He ap- 
pealed to every man prestnt, if, since the com- 
mencement of this session, the Whigs had not 
made five speeches where the Democrats had 
made one, and had not consumed five times as 
much time in debate. In view of this fact, it was 
very liberal, to be sure, to call him to order so of- 
ten. 

Bat if gentlemen were determined to apply the 
gag, be itso. They have the power, and let them 
exercise it to their heart’s content. A measure is 
brought forward by the majority—they urge its 
passage on the ground that the people decided in 
its favor by electing William Henry Harrison 
President, and the minority are no; permitted to join 
issue with them upon the point. This is a beauti- 
ful state of things, truly! He presumed in a short 
time the Jand bill would be brouzht forward, when 
ii would be contended that the people had decided 
that measure at the Presidential election. Not so. 
He believed if the question were put to the Whigs. 
of Tennessee to-morrow, whether from three to 
five millions should be taken out of the Treasury 
annually, and distributed among the States, in 
order to create a pretext for raising the tariff,a 
majority—an overwhelming majority would decide 
against it. 

Here the SPEAKER called Mr. W. to order. 

Mr WATTERSON said he knew he was not 
strictly in order, but just as much so as the Whig 
speakers who preceded him. Bat if he could net 
proceed without such frequent interraptions, he 
would bid adieu to the subject for the present and 
take his seat. 

Mr. CLARK of New York broughi the debate 
to a close by demanding the previous question. He 
said it was too true, he was sorry to admit, that 
hitherto, as the gentleman from Tennessee had 
said, there had been five Administration speeches 
to one on the opposite side. All this leg cabin 
slang was quite out of date; and he would set the 
example of abstaining from a consumpiion of the 
time of the House, by demanding the previous 
question. 

Tellers were called for on seconding the demand 





ee 


for the previous question, and Messrs. Araerton 
and Boarp™an were appointed. 

And the question being taken, there appeared— 
ayes 94, noes 86. 

So there was a second. 

Mr. FESSENDEN asked the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question, but withdrew the 
call. 

Mr. WOOD of New York renewed it; and the 
yeas and nays were ordered, and, being taken, were 
us follows: yeas 114, nays 86. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky inquired of the 
Speaker whether, if the motion to reconsider pre- 
vailed, it would then be in order to move to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays on 
the main question, (being on the motion to recon- 
sider,) which were ordered, and, being taken, were 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseyeg Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, William Butler, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbel!, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chitienden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Gar- 
rett Davis, William C. Dawson, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
rence Foster, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, 
Hall, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Had- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac B. Jones, J. P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Roduey, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokeley, 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaterro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Edward D. White, John L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 

Young, and John Young—118- 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
A. V. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, W.0O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, R. D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, East- 


-man, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 


Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance,W. O. Goode, 
Gordon, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hubbard, Hunter, In- 
gersoll, Jack, C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, A. 
Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, 
Robert McC ellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmen- 
ter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plamer, Reding, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Sumier, Sweney, Van Burea, 
Ward, Watterson, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—90. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question recurring on the reference of 
the bill— 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion to refer 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. POPE moved to refer to the Select Commit- 
teee on the Currency. 

Mr. PICKENS moved to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole on the sate of the Union. 

Mr. PICKENS said that be considered the vote 
of the House just taken to reconsider was with a 
view to take the bill from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and therefore it was that he had made 
this motion. He did not know how it came to pass 


that the gentleman from Maryland had discovered 
that there was an under current im that commit 
tee, and had given itas his reason for changing 
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his vote. He (Mr. P.) viewed itas a direct cen- 
sare upon the committe, but he (Mr. P.) took no 
rt of that censure to himself, ashe knew of no 
under current with him or his political friends 
upon that committee, fcr they had been open, bold, 
and fearless in their course. They desired to meet 
the questions and principles involved, and were 
ever ready to discuss them with gentlemen at any 
time they might think proper to come forward. 
They challenged debate, and were ready to go to 
any committee the House might direct; but they 
demanded a hearing in Committee of the Whole. 

It was due, he thought, to the other gentlemen 
who had been alluded to in this debate, to come 
forward and defend themselves. He thought the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
would not alsocome forward and say that he had 
discovered reasons which had induced him to 
change his vote. He begged to recall to the 
recollection of that gentleman the history of 
this measure. He [Mr. Apams] would recol- 
lect that it was pressed in 1835, and he [Mr. 
Pickens] did not know what the object of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was then, 
wh2n he recorded his vote in favor of the 
measure and of its principles. But he would say 
that in the gentleman’s [Mr. A’s] pressing this 
measure in the peremptory manner in which he 
had done, he (Mr. P.) was somewhat surprised, 
because he thought he was following the example 
and principles laiddown by the geatleman in his 
letterin 1837—a letter, too, which went further, per- 
haps, than he (Mr. P.) had done in denouncing any 
connection of the banking system with the Govern- 
ment of this country. But it seemed he was _mis- 
taken, and that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was following a course the reverse of that pursued 
by bim in 1835. He did not know but he might 
perhaps have misunderstood the gentleman’s prin- 
ciples. But it was a great mistake to suppose that 
the Sub-Treasury scheme was passed premature- 
ly, and without the fullest and fairest deliberation. 
He utterly denied, too, the assertion that it had 
been condemned by a majority of the people, and 
that the result of the late Presidential contest turn- 
ed upon that issue. Mr. P. concluded by reiterat- 
ing his hope that those who considered themselves 
censured on this occasion would rise and give their 
sentiments in defence of their position in regard to 
this question. 

Mr. SOLLERS said: Mr. Speaker, the gentle- 
man calis upon me to give some reasons why I 
thought there was an wnder current in this matier, 
I desire the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
every body else, to distinctly unders‘and that I do 
not acknowledge his authority to call upon me to 
give my reasons for the expression of my opinions 
here or elsewhere. I shall exercise the privilege of 
uttering my opinions whenever I feel cailed upon 
to do so, without acknowledging the right of that 
gentleman to question either my motives or the 
reasons which influenced me in giving utterance to 
those opinions. 

I will tell the gentleman, however, though not 
upon compulsion, why I said ‘I thought | saw an 
under-carrent in this business; because, as I said 
before, the composition or the matetials of the com- 
mittee was sach that, in my opinion, there woul! 
be at least delay in its action upon this subject 
And I, for one, desire no delay. I have no sympa- 
thy for the fate of the Sub-Treasury. And though 
the gentleman from Virginia thinks it wrong and 
ungenerous to pierce the dead body, I beg leave to 
differ from him, and say that it has been only 
doomed to death by the people, and I, for one, am 
willing to sign the warrant for its instant execution. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he voted yesterday 
for the reference of this subject to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and he had voted tc-day for 
a reconsideration of the reference made yesterday. 
And the vote he would give now should be based 
on the same reasons as had actuated him before— 
and that was simply a question of business; and he 
knew not and cared not about the under-currents; 
and least of all would he, at this stage of the bill, 
g0 into the merits of it, and ask what the people of 
the United States had decided in reference to it by 
their votes. To do that would be to introduce a 


debate which would be interminable. He desired 


action in some speedy form, and he thought that 
was attained by adopting the course which he had 
advocated. He thought the proper committee to 
which the sabject should be referred was the Com- 
mittee on the Currency. And he thought so for 
two reasons. In the first place, the resolution ap- 
pointing that committee prescribes its powers and 
its functions, and they precisely cover this ques- 
tion; and they had to consider not only the sub- 
ject of the currency, but that of the establish- 
ment of a proper fiscal agent. What was 
the Sub-Treasury? It was at prevent the fiscal 
agent. Now, this bill proposed to abolish it, and 
to supply another; and a Committee on the Cur- 
rency had Leen raised to effect that object—'o pro- 
vide a new agent in the place of the present one; 
and the two things, in his mind, were inseparably 
connected, the one with the other. The considera- 
tion of the one involved a question as to the other; 
and therefore he thought they should go to the 
same committee. But it had been said the ques- 
tion of the repeal of the Sub-Treasury belonged to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He, how- 
ever, denied that itcame within any part of the 
construction of the authority of that committec. 

{Here Mr. C. went into a statement of what he 
conceived to be the subjects properly coming 
within the consideration and control of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as contradistinguished 
from those which it would be right and consistent 
to refer to a commiltee on the subject of the car- 
rency.] He (Mr.C.) was therefore opposed to 
any reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. PICKENS wished to learn from the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnina] whether 
it was not the intention of the party with which the 
gentleman acted to move the previous question 
when the report should be brought in, and thereby 
cut off all debate. 

Mr. CUSHING continued. It was difficult for 
him to say what the House would do with the re- 
port. For his own part, he had no wish to oppose 
any legitimate deba’e, and particularly by calling 
the previous question—a practice which he had al- 
ways much deprecated. He was for allowing every 
fair and reasonable opportunity for debate at the 
proper time. He hoped, notwithstanding the kind- 
ness of the gentleman from South Carolina in 
making the proposition that the subject should go 
to the Committee of the Whole-on the state of the 
Union, that it would be referred to the Committee 
on the Currency. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio rose and inquired of the 
Speaker what would be the effect of the previous 
question? 

The SPEAKER said it would be to cut off all 
the motions for reference, and would bring the 
House diree!}y to a vote upon the bill. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio said that he would not move 
the previous question. He remarked that he was 
in favor of referring the subject to the most appro- 
priate commiitee; and he thonght that if it was re- 
ferred te the Commitiee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, it would lead to interminable discus- 
sion. It was his belief, then, that the subject 
should be referred to the Committee on the Cur: 
rencey. 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD moved that the bill be refer- 
red back to the Committee of Ways and Means. It 
was yesterday, on the motion of his colleague, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
referred to that committee. To-day, for some po- 
litical reason, as it would seem, it is to be taken 
from that committ-e and sent to the select commit- 
tee upon the currency. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana (Mr. Prorrit) says they made a blander by the 
reference of yesterday. And the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Pore] says ke has discovered an 
under-current in that commiitee, which makes it 
proper that this subject should be withdrawn from 
their consideration. Is this so? Is it true that, 
while we hear from every quarter of this House the 
declaration that the Sab-Treasury has been con- 
demned by the people, the majority dare not trust 
it toa committee upon which there are six members 
of the Administration majority to three of the mi- 
nority? 

Bat, sir, said Mr. F., with these under-currents 





and party jealousiés I have nothing to do. A mem- 
ber of the minerity of this House, I have full leisure 
amid this party strife to keep a cool lookout for 
the good of the whole, and especially for the inte- 
rests of those [ represent. Sir, the adjustment of 
this important question of the currency is of vital 
importance to the State which [ have the honor in 
part to represent. No Siate in the Union is so 
deeply interested in this subject as the State of 
New York. Ali her great interests will be affected 
for weal or for wo, and for this reason I have made 
this motion. Look, sir, at these committees. At 
the head of the Committee of Ways and Means is 
my honorable colleague from the Erie district, 
{Mr. Fitumore,] and, by a reference to that com- 
mittee, I cannot doubt that the interests of New 
York will be abundantly guarded. Look again at 
the Select Committee upon the currency; at its 
head is the distinguished member from Philadel- 
phia, [Mr. Seregant,] and next to him is the equa!- 
ly distinguished gentleman from the neighborhood 
of Boston, [Mr. Apams,] and new York is repre- 
sented by my colleague, [Mr. McKeon,.] who, 
from the very fact that he belongs to the minority 
in this House, cannot be expected to have great in- 
fluence upon the deliberations and determinations 
of thatcommitiee. Upon this committee, then, 
the interests of New York will be left to the tender 
mercies of Philadelphia and Boston; and the pecu- 
Liary interests of the former city have for a long 
time past been antagonist to those of New York. 
Sir, I ask for ny State no undue advantage, but I 
do ask that her interests should be protected, and I 
therefore hope that all my colleagues upon this 
floor will unite with me in referring this bill back 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

The question was then taken, first, on the motion 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and it was rejected. 

And the question was taken, secondly, on the 
motion to refer to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and it was rejected. 

And the bill was referred to the S:lect Commit- 
tee on the Currency. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Meriwerner, was taken up, considered, and, 
after some desultory conversation, was adopted : 


Resvlved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to report to this House whether any bank or banks have been 
used as depositories of the public money since the passage of 
“An act to provide for the safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse 
ment of the public revenue;” and ifso, what bank or banks 
have been so employed: Whether the one-fourth part of du 
ties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money ac- 
crulng or becoming due to the United States after the 30th of 
June, 1340, which was provided for by law to be paid in the 
legal currency of the United States, has been collected in such 


currency; Whether in any cases said requisition has not been 
complied with; andif so, by whose order the law was diso- 
beyed: Whether such one fourth part of the public revenue 
has been pai! in bank bills or checks on specie paying 


banks; and if so, by whose order the same was received, 
and at what places such che¢ks were received: What expen- 
ditures have been imcurred in carrying into effect the act re 

ferred to, by way of salaries for officers, purchases of sites, and 


construction of offices for Receivers General, the erection of 
fireproof vaults and safes, and the rent for rooms for offices 
for such Receivers; and the total amount of expenditures made 


under the 27th section of the act herein referred to: Whether 
the Receivers General have given bond and security, in terms 
of the law; if not, who has omitted to do so, and if said omission 
was by the sanction of the Department: What security has been 
received of each Receiver General, and what was the value of 
the property of such security. And that the Secretary com- 
municate to this House the correspondence which may have 
taken place between that Department and the Receivera Ge- 
neral, if any,in reference to thé security they were required to 
give; and thathe further state what receipts or evidences of 
debt have been issued under the 25:h section of the act herein re- 
ferred te. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol 
lowing message and correspondence from the Pre- 
sidentof the United States, which was read, and, 
after some convetsation, was referred, op the mo 
tion of Mr. PENDLETON, to the select commit 
tee appointed on the Ist instant, upon the subject 
of the death of William Henry Harrison, late Pre- 
sident of the United Siates: 


Wasuineron, June 22, 1841 
To the Senate and House of Resrenapintions of the United 
tates. 

Ihave the honor to submit the accompanying correspond: 
ence between myself and the Hon, J. Burnei, J, C. Wright, 
and others, who arrived some days agoin this city as a com- 
mittee on behalf of the people of Cincinnati for the purpose, with 
the assent of the family, of removing the remains of the late 
President of the United States to North Bend for interment. 
I have —— itto be my duty thus to apprise Congress of 
the contemplated proceedings. 

JOHN TYLER, 
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Wasninoron, June 16, 1841. 
The President of the United States: 

Dear Sm: The undersigned were appointed by the citizens 

and the C%y Council of Cincinnati, and by many of the surviv- 

svldiers of the late war, to apply to the widow and family 
of our distinguished fellow citizen, the late President of the 
United States, for permission to remove his remains tom the 
city of Washington to the State of Ohio for interment. They 
have made the application directed, and have received permis- 
sion to perform that sacred trust. They have now the honor of 
reporting to you their arrival in this city, and of asking your 
approbation of measures contemplated, and your co-operation 
in cartying it into effect. 

We are fully aware of the high estimate you placed on the 
talents aad virtues of our lamented friend and fellow -citizen, the 
jJate Chief Macistrate of the Union, whose friendship and confi- 
dence you porsessed many years. We saw the tear fall from 
your eye and mingle with the tears of the nation, when the in- 
scrutable will of Heaven removed him from us. 

Knowing these things, we approach you with confidence, well 
assured that you will jus'ly appreciate our motive for under- 
taking the mournful duty we have been deputed to perform, 
and that the same kind feeling which has marked ycur course 
through life, wil! prompt you on this oecasion to afford us your 
countenance, and, if neceesary, your co-operation. 

If it meet your approbation, the commitiee will do themselves 
the honor of waiting upon you at the Prevident’s House, at any 
hour you may please to designate ; 

With high respect, we are, your friends and fellow-citi- 
aews, 

J. BURNET 

J. ©. WRIGHT 

TH. D. CARNEAL 

CILAS. 8. CLARKSON. 

EDWD. WOODRUFF. 

RUFUS HODGES. 

L. WHITEMAN. 

A. DUDLEY. 

D. A. POWELL 

A. McALPIN. 

JOHN REEVES. 

Wasuinoton, June 17, 1841. 

GgnTLeEMEN: Your letter of the 16th was duly handed me, 


and 1 jose no time in responding to the feelings and sentiments 
which you have expressed for yourselves and those you repre- 
gent, and which you have correctly ascribed to mein regard to 


the lamented death of the late President. Asa citizen | respect- 
ed him, as a patriot I honored him, asa friend he was near and 
dear to me; ion the people of Cincinnati should desire to keep 
watch over hia cemains by entombing bim near their city, is both 
natural and becoming; that the entire West, where so many evi- 
dences of his public usefulness are to be found, should unite in 
the same wish, was to have been expected; and that the 
surviving soldiers of his many battles, led on by him to vic- 
tory and to glory, should sigh to perform the last melancholy 
duties to the remains of their old commander, is fully in con- 
sonance with the promptings of a noble and generous sy mpa- 
thy: Icould not, iff was authorized to do so, oppose myself 
to their wishes. I might find something to urge on behalf 
of his native State, in my knowledge of his conUnued attach- 
ment to her through the whole period of his useful life—in the 
claims of his relatives there, whose desire it would be that the 
mortal remains of the illustrious son should sleep under the same 
turf with those of his distinguished father, one of the sign- 
ers of the Declaration of Independence—in the wish of the cit- 
zene of his native county to cleim all that is now left of him for 
whom they so lately cast their almost unanimous sulfrage—to 
say nothing of my own feelings, allied, asl am by blood, to 
many of his near relatives, and with our names so close- 
ly associated in much connected with the late exciting po- 
liticai contest—these considerations might present some rea- 
sonable ground for opposing your wishes. But the assent 
which has been given by his respected widow and nearest rela 

tives to the request of the people of Cincinnati admits of no op- 
position on my part, neither in my individual or official cha- 
racter. 

Ishall feel it tobe my duty, however, to submit our corres- 
pondence to the two Houses of Conzress now in session; but anti- 
cipating no effort from that quarter to thwart the wishes 
expressedl by yourselves in consonance with those of 
the widow and nearest relatives of the late President, I rea- 
dily promise you my co-operation towards enabling you to 
fulfil the sacred trust which brought you to this city, 

1 tender to each of you, gentlemen, my cordial salutations. 

JOHN TYLER. 

To J. Burnet, J. C, Wricut, and others of the Committee. 

And, the hcur of 3 having arrived, the House 


adjourned. 
r ' 


IN SENATE, 
Wepwespay, June 23, 1841. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
the city of New York, and [rom Oneida county, ia 
favor of the passage of a general bankrupt jaw; 
which were referred to the Committce on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Michigan, in relation to the 
rules of proceeding in the Circvit Court of the 
United States for that district; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial frem citi- 

ns of Goshen, Indiana, in favor of the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Ccmmittee on the Judiciary. 

M:. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from 
citize.s of New York, against the passage of any 
bankrupt }aw at the present session. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Oneida coun- 
ty against the passage of any retrospective law. 
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Also, a petition from citizens of New York in 
favor of a bankrupt law. 

These memorials were a!l referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Michigan, praying that the 
land office of the Seganaw district may not be re- 
moved; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted a resolution of inquiry 
as to the estimated expense of the Senate printing 
as represented in the bill making appropriations 
for the present session, which he observed was 
very nearly equal ia amount to the same item in 
the House. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky made some explana- 
nations, which rendered a formal call unnecessary, 
and Mr. Tappan did not pressa vote on his reso- 
lution. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Bucnanan, 
cal'ing on the President for the names of those re- 
moved (rom office since the 4th March last, was 
taken up. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said if the resolution was not 
to be opposed, he had ne desire -to consume the 
time of the Senate by making a speech upon it. 

Mr. MANGUM thooght it very inopportune to 
discuss proscription in hot weather. He had no 
amendment prepared, but to-morrow, perhaps, they 
might so arrange it as to have the names of those 
removed since March, 1841, and 1829, in parallel 
columns. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not object, 
provided it was the understanding that it should be 
added upon to-morrow. 

The resolution was laid over. 

THE DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
banks of the District of Columbia was put on its 
third reading, when 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to strike out the amendment which 
had been adopted yesterday, preventing the banks 
of the District from paying out or lending out the 
noles of any suspended banks. 

Mr. Moreueap staied the reasons which actu- 
ated him: in making the motion. In voting for the 
amendment yesterday, be had not refiected sufii- 
cienily on the peculiar condition in which the peo- 
ple cf the District would placed by the adoption of 
such a feature. 

Mr. MiRRICK was in favor of the recommit- 
ment of the bi'l, explaining at the same time the 
manner in which the amendment would act, and 
declaring that under such prohibitions the renewal 
of the charters would not be a matter of relief to 
the peop’e. 

Mr. MANGUM would not object to the recom- 
mitment of the bill, but would suegest to the Sena- 
tor whether it would not better to so modify his 
motion as to recommit without instructions. 

Mr. MERRICK thouzht it would be better to 
Jet the motion of the Senator from Kentucky re- 
main as originally made. If the bill were sent 
back with instructions, it might be reported with- 
out delay, and avoid the danger of a new and pro- 
longed discussion. He wished to mate the vote 
on the recommitment a test vote as to the retain- 
ing of the amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG commented on the inconsistency 
of the reasons urged for the chartering of thes 
banks. One reason put forward was, that it was 
necessary toenable the banks of the District to 
redeem their issues in specie. Another, that the 
entire circulation of the District consisted of the 
iiredeemable paper of the banks of Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, etc. and it was necessary to drive that cir- 
culation out by acireulation redeemable in specie. 
Another reason urged was, that the business of the 
banks might be revived and extended. It was 
right and proper that these banks should redeem 
their issues in specie, but what issues had they to 
redeem? As to driving out the spurious circula- 
tion of other banks, how was that to be ef- 
fected by giving the District banks the liberty of 
dealing in irredeemable paper, which, for the sake 
of the profit on its depreciation, they would haye an 
interest in circulating? And as to the revival and 
extension of the business of these banks, what ex- 
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tension of business will be prudent, or can they 
safely make, if they have to pay in Specie? If 
they really intend to pay specie in any reasonable 
time, they ought not to extend their business. [n- 
stead of discounting, they ought to do as other 
banks preparing for resumption are doing: they 
ought to confine their business to dealing in bills of 
exchange, and do away with biils of discount alto- 
gether. 

Mr. Youna then adverted to the manner in 
which the New York banks, and the banks of 
England, had sustained themselves in times of trial 
by redeeming their small notes a specie; and, as an 
illustration, mentioned a circumstance of a little 
bank in the West, conducted by a gentleman of 
his acquaintance, on the principle of redeeming 
every small note issued by the bank the moment it 
was presented. The consequence was, that confi- 
dence grew up in the circulation of thai bank, and 
its notes being a more convenient medium of cir- 
culation than specie, were generally in use, and 
specie flowed more freely into the bank, and it had 
always an abundance in its vaults. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had received the thanks of the Senator from 
Maryland [Mr. Merrick] for his motion, and he 
(Mr. B.) also thanked him, heartily thanked him. 
When the amendment was effered yesterday to 
prevent these banks from bambooziing us by doing 
busines: on the paper of suspended banks, the 
mere statement of the matier had the effect of pro- 
dvcing a vete nearly unanimous, as couid be seen 
by areference to the yeas and nays. In this body, 
where party lines are strictly drawn, there were 
but six Senators voting against it. The whole 
thing passed sub silentio, and the public mind took 
no hold of it. When he proposed the amendment, 
he considered it a proper opportunity to bring be- 
fore the people of the United States the great ques- 
tion, whether they should have an exclusive paper 
currency or not. He wished to call their attention 
to this war upon the currency of the Constitution 
—a war unremitting and merciless—to establish in 
this country an exclusive paper currency. This 
war to subvert the gold and silver currency of the 
Constitution, is waged by that party who vilify 
yeur brach mints, ridicule gold, ridicule silver, go 
for banks at all times and atall places, and go fora 
paper circulation down to notes of six and a quar- 
tercents. He rejoiced that this question was pre- 
sented in that body, ona platform so high that every 
American can see it—the question of a sound or 
depreciated currency. He was glad to see the ad- 
voca‘es of Banks, State and National, show their 
hand on this question. Even their Great Regula- 
tor which they propose to saddle on the country, 
will suspend iniwo years after going into opera- 
tion in a time of peace, and in one year in a time of 
war, and remain suspended for twenty-six years, 
as didthe Bank of England, whose example was 
quoted with such approbation in the cotton bag let- 
ter. A permanent suspension is what the banks 
want, which will enable them to make millions out 
of the people, and picayunes from the washerwo- 
man, from the drayman, from the man whoas- 
cends four stories on a ladder, witha hed of bricks 
on his shoulder. And this state of things, it is 
gravely proposed in the American Senate to con- 
tinue for three years—they might as well propose 
three thowand—and this when we have no petition 
from the banks, aud no bankers present that I can 
see. He again thanked gentlemen for the mo- 
tion, as the question was yesterday slipped by 
without attracting any attention, but now it is re- 
newed, and the attention of the American people 
will be attracted by the debate—not from any thing 
he might say, for if he would merely shout, so as 
to make them inquire what it meant, it was enough 
—to look on and see it proposed to charter banks 
in this District, for the purpose of dealing in de- 
preciated paper. : 

He considered banks, the largest as well as the 
smallest, all animated by the same principle—all 
in favor of circulating small notes, all in tavor of 
being permitied to use depreciated psper. The in- 
terest of one was the interest of ail, and they would 
fight as much for the smallest as the largest. Yes- 
terday the proposition was to allow these banks to 
use depreciated paper, aad to issue small notes, 
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and he supposed both these modifications were in- 
tended to be made in committee, if it was recom- 
mitted. When the Bank of England commenced 
operations, she issaed no notes of a less denomina- 
tion than one hundred pounds sterling; and when 
the notes were paid into the Bank, they were can- 
eelled and destroyed. But in the course of one 
hundred and three years, she worked down from 
one hundred pound notes to one pound notes. 
And when did they commence reducing the amount 
of their notes? During the administration of Sir 
Robert Walpole. When the notes got down to 
one pound, specie was driven from circulation, and 
went to France and Holland, and a suspension of 
six and twenty years followed. 

Why are banks so fond of small notes? Be- 
cause they realize a large profit from the wear of 
them. When, at the end of twenty-five years, Par- 
liament repealed the privilege granted to the Bank 
of England to issue notes under five pounds, a 
large amount Were outstanding, anc though the re- 
peal took place more than twenty years ago,yetevery 
quarterly return of the Bank now shows that mil- 
lions of these notes are still outstanding, which are 
Jost or destroyed, and never will be presented. 
And in whose hands are these small notes losi: in 
those of the washerwoman—the laborer—the mar- 
ket woman. The statistics of crime in Great Bri- 
tain show, that of all the counterfeiting of bank 
bills and paper securities in that kingdom, more is 
counterfeited on no’es under five pounds than over, 
and itis the same ia this country. On whom does 
the loss ef these counterfeit notes fali?) On ‘he 
poor and the ignorant—the laborer and the mecha- 
nic. Hence these banks inflict a double injrry 
on the peorer classes; and of all the evils of the 
banking system, the most revolting is its imposing 
unequal burdens on that portion of the people the 
least ab’e to bear them. 

Mr. B. then instanced a case in point of an In- 
surance Company in Si. Louis, which, in viola- 
tion of law, assumed banking privileses, and cir- 
culated to a large extent the notes of a suspended 
bank. Up to Saturday night these notes were paid 
out from iis counter, and the working men and 
mechanics of St. Louis were paid their week’s 
wages in them. Well, when Monday morning 
came, the Insurance Company refused to receive 
one of them, and they fell at once to filly cents on 
the dollar. Thus the laborer and the mechanic 
had three days of their Jabor annthilated, or had 
worked three days for the exclusive benefit o! those 
who had swindled them; and allthis by a bank 
having power to receive or refuse what paper they 
please, and when they please. And the Senate are 
now called upon to confer the same privilege 
upon the banks of this Dis‘rict. 

Mr. B. said it was against the immutable prin- 
ciples of jastice—in oppositon to God’s most holy 
canon, to makea thing of value to day, which 
will be of none to-morrow. You might as weil per- 
mitthe dry goods merchant to cali his yard mea- 
sure three yards, or the grocer to call his quart 
three quarts, as to permit the banker to call his do!- 
lar three dollars. There is no difference in princi- 
ple, though more subtle in the manner of doing 
it. Money is the standard of value, as the yard, 
andthe gallon, andthe pound weight, were the 
sandards of measure. 

He then showed how the present state of sus- 
pension atthe South and West was caused bj the 
Bank of ihe United States; and though she is now 
prostrate in the dust—a mass of moral putrefac- 
tion, yet the suspension is still continued because 
it suits the views of a great political party to con- 
tinue ''. Itis ccmtinucd to punish the people for 
their resisiance to the odious measures of that 
party. The language was, we have reasoned 
with the people long enough; we must appeal to 
their sufferings; we must touch their pocket nerve; 
and they have cursed the country wilh a pestilence 
worse than the frogs of Egypt, which were found 
in the kne:ding trough, on the table, and in the 
bridal bed. He considered the spawn of the bro- 
ken banks with which the people of this country 
are now cursed worse than the affliction of the 
people of Egypt. And this state of things was to 
continue until another monster had been created, 
and then the banks will resume payments in a 


day, and the glorious result will be attributed to 
the wonder working effects of the establishment of | 
a Bank of the United States. 

And is the Senate of the United States to be 
forced to take a part ia this unworthy game—‘o 
continue this state of things for three years, when 
long before that time the suspension party will be 
overthrown? Why not make the banks cf the 
District take side with the honest specie paying 
banks of the country, instead of the side of the 
broken and suspended ones? and to assist the banks 
of Virginia and North Carolinain their efforts to 
bring about a return to specie payments. 

But it was said the people owe the banks; and 
the quesiion is not wkether the banks are prepared 
to resume specie payments, but are the people pre- 
pared to pay their debts to the banks in specie. Mr. 
Biddle, in bis famous cot'on-bdag letter, witha great 
deal of pertness, asked the question, Are the people 
of the United States prepared to pay five hundred 
millions in specie to the banks? All kuow now, as 
many believed then, that the people owe the banks 
comparatively nothing. That it is the presidents, 
and cashiers, and directors of the banks that owe 
the banks. That the banks owe themselves; while 
they owe money to every man in the country, from 
the merchant down to the shoe-black, who has their 
“promise to pay one dollar” in his pocket. The 
United S ates Bank is a fair sample of all the rest; 
and when we hear pathetic appeals made to us 
about the “hardships of the people,” it is the hard- 
ships of bank presidents, and bank directors that is 
mean’: those afilicied gentiemen, who spend thirty 
thousand dollars in furniture for their dwellings; 
who think themselves stinted ifthey have notat least 
six kinds of wine on their tables at dinner; and who 
roll about in their sumptuous coaches, with splen- 
did equipage, and the common people have to jump 
out of their way, for fear of being trodden down 
and run over. 

When Mr. Bid''e wrote his cotton bag letter, 
how much did he se the bank? Millions. Look 
at hi. residence a\ Andalusia—the beautiful tem- 
ple, a miniature of t:e mammoth in Chestnut street 
—and his splendid grapery, on which he expended 
forty thonsand dollars—and ail the other appurte- 
nances of that princely establishment. Where did 
all this money come from? From the frien3s of 
the Bank; and while he was thus millions in its 
debt, what a power of brass did it require to make 
the assertion that the people owed it! And who 
is it owe the banks of the District? The farmer or 
the mechanic, when he borrows money, has to pay 
it on a day certain, and he has to pay it or his note 
is protested, and snit commenced for the amount. 
But the bank presidents, bank directors, and bank 
favorites, have more leniency shown them, and the 
loan isextended month after month, and year af- 
ler )ear, as an examixation of their books would de- 
monstraic. The people had been taking lessons 
from there corporation schoolmasters for some 
yeais past—they were apt scholars, and were getung 
an cducation rapidly. In a little while he thought 
they would graduate, and be able to do without 
their masters. 


| 
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Mr. BARROW said he happened to be one of | 


the minority of six on the vote of yesterday by 
which the amendment of the Senator from Missouri 
was adopted. As the subject bad now been cpen- 
ed uo, he would say a few words in defence of the 
voie he gave against that amendment. He would 
not underiake to answer the Sena'or from Missouri, 
because he considered all he had urged irrelevant. 
Mr. Barrow then proceeded at some length to com- 
ment on the assertion that the people had been put 
to school to General Jackson on the subject of 
banking, and Mr. Benron’s position that, in three 
years, they would understand tue question of car- 
rercy, and would condemn the new United 
States Bank. He had, himself, for ten years, 
been trying to find out a better plan, but had 
at last learned that the people were loud in de- 
nouncing the better plan of the Senator from Mis- 
souri. He would not reply to that Senator's argu- 
ments on irrelevant matier. He had heard those 
argumen’s as regularly as the voice of the Chap- 
lain invoking the blessing of Godjon the Senate znd 
its measures. He had expected when the question 
of the new bank would come up, that those with 














whom he is placed in contact, would thunder forth 
against it, but did hope they would not consume 
time in firing their comments on the dead body of 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Barrow then went ints the question of ne- 
cessity for passing this bill to revive business in the 
District of Columbiz, ard ca!led on the opposite 
side to point out in it any clause authorizing the 
banks it was io charter to issue irredeemable pa- 
per. In regulating that, the banks shall pay specie 
on their own obligatious. Congress would do all 
it could be called upon todo. Why inipose on 
them restricuons not imposed by any State in the 
Union on its banks? [Mr. Barrow here went over 
the whole ground taken by the supporters of the 
bill, rei’erating all the arguments urged in its favor, 
and concluded by urging the recommittal of the 
bill, with instrvetiors. ] 

Mr. ALLEN said he wished it to be distinetiy 
remembered that there are no banks now in the 
District of Columbia. It is the purpose of this bill 
to charter six. Yesterday, when he objecied to it, 
he dil soon general grounds; but the gentleman 
on the other side [Mr. Meraickx] advocated it on 
the ground that it was to relieve the Disirict from 
the curse of an irredeemab'e and almost worthicss 
currency. That gentleman asserted that, unless 
these banks were rechartered, the irredeemable 
nctes of the suspended banks of Maryland and 
Virginia, would continue the sole currency of the 
District. And how dii the gentleman propose to 
remedy the evil? By chartering six banks that 
would redeein their issues in specie from the mo- 
ment they would go into operation under their new 
charter. Ina few words, it would be the charter 
of six banks which would displace an irredeema- 
ble currency and put in its place a rc deemable cur- 
rency. And the great inducement held out by the 
gentleman for chartering these banks was, that 
their notes would immediately banish from the 
District the worthless trash with which it is now 
inundated, 

Mr. MERRICK explained that what he stated, 
or intended t» state, was, thatit was necessary to 
recharter these banks for the purpose of giving the 
District a sound and wholesome currency; but it 
was not his intention in saying that, to mear that 
they should exclude the notes of other banks, By 
farnishing a sound and wholesome currency, 1e- 
deé¢mable in specie at home and within their reach, 
that currency would be preferred to an irred: ema- 
ble currency, and in this way the latier wonld be 
withdrawn without being excluded. 

Mr. ALLEN said the argument closed itself. 
If the District banks are not to pay their notes in 
irredeemable paper, this amendment cannot be ob- 
jected to; it only proposes to prohibit them from 
dealing in notes of other banks not paying specie. 
The whole argument of the gentlemen on the other 
side, in opposition to the ame>diment of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, isgivenup. The Senator frem 
Maryland thought he (Mr. ALten) had mistaken 
his a‘gument in the form in which he had siated it 
But he has restated it himself, and what is ii? That 
the people of the District stand in need of a cir- 
culation of their own; but on what ground does he 
say they want it? Ele answers, simply on the 
ground that it would be redeemable on the spot. 
The question, then, is reduced cewn to the re- 
deemability of the paper in circulation. And 
it is of no congequence whether the banks 
which isswe that” paper are cne mile or one 
thousand miles distant, so as their notes are 
redeemable in specie. If the circulation is re- 
deemable at pleasure, it is of no consequence 
whether the banks of the District deal in their own 
notes orin the notes of specie-paying banks which 
are ata distance. It is the redeemability of the 
notes forming that currency, which is the whole 
question. He (Mr. ALLEN) would lay it down as 
an axiom, that as long as these District banks can 
pay out, in all their transactions of business, the 
irredeemabie paper of other banks, they never will 
issue a note of theirown. And why? Because, if 
they are bound to redeem their own notes in specie, 
they are the same to them as specie; and they 
would naturally prefer paying outa currency of 
less worth than specie. To illustrate this, suppose 
one of these banks has on its counter, on one side, 
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a batch of its own notes, redeemable in specie the 
moment they are issued, and on the other a baich 
of irredeemable paper of other banks at a discount, 
because they are not redeemable in specie; and sup- 
pose a citizen of the District presents a draft on the 
bank; will not the bank pay ont the irredeemable 
paper to a certainty, in preference to ils own pa- 
per? It cannot be doubted that it will prefer pay- 
ing out that which is of less value by several per 
cent. than its own paper. The irredeemable pa- 
per is ten percent. under par, and the notes of the 
bank itself are at par. What chance is there, then, 
that it would issue a note of its own, as long as it 
could get irredeemable paper to issue? What is 
the effect? Instead of the banks of the District; 
thas situated, providing a whelesome and sound 
currency, as the gentleman anticipates, they in- 
crease the circulation of irredeemable paper, be- 
cause they make a profit on it equal to its depreci- 
ation, and it is their interest not to issue a note of 
their own, 

These banks are to be chartered, if the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri be rescinded, 
that they may pay specie on their own notes, but 
to be allowed to deal in the notesof other banks 
not paying specie. What wiil be theconsequence? 
That they never will put astamp on a nete of their 
own. They will deal entirely inthe irredeemable 
paper of the banks of surrounding States. Andihus, 
the circulation of irredeemable paper becomes the 
legalized act of Congress. The question to recon- 
sider the vote adopting the amendment of the Se- 
nator from Missouri, is, simply a question whether 
Congress is or is not to legalize an irredeemable 
currency in the District of Columbia. 

It was no wonder that Iegislative action should 
be demanded by banks to legalize any thing they 
ask. The Rubicon had been passed when they 
ascertained that they could suspend in defiance of 
their charters, and that by suspending they strength- 
ened themselves, and controlled the laws that were 
to control them; that they were then in a condition 
to exaci, not only exemption from punishment, 
buta reward for their violation of law, by legal 
authority to continue their suspension. Let the 
murderer on the bigh road be assured that instead 
of punishment for his crimes, he will, by putting 
the laws at defiance, be protected, and what man 
in the community will be safe from acut throat? 
Banks may violate their charters, and commit wih 
impunity any breach of the law—may te rewarded 
for it with additional immunities; but private citi- 
zens must pay the forfeit of the slightest infringe- 
ment of the laws. An individual commits rome 
violation of law. He is tried for it, and no evi- 
dence of his previous worth, no services which he 
may have performed for hiscountry, can be admitied 
as a set off against bis offence—nothing can palli- 
ate it—nothing indemnify him. Batif a corporation 
commit acrime a thousand times more extensive in its 
range of mischief, reaching to the remotest hamlets, 
and robbing the inmates of the poorest dwellings, 
plundering the laborers of their earnings, and the 
very law-makers—he would not call them law- 
makers, but legislators—the very legislators who 
enacted the laws these corporations have violated, 
give them indemnity—indemnity, too, for the most 
flagrant and contemptuous disregard of the laws. 
These corporations come to their legislators and say 


to them, “We could not help it; we were obliged | 
tocheat the people, or sink@urselves; we arecome | 


to demand of you a privilege to go on and plunder 
the people as long as we can, under the sanction of 
your authority, and protected by the shield and 
wgis of your approbation.” 

® Now, this grave body is called upon to take 
charge of the happiness of this District and to se- 
cure the people of it against the irredeemable cur- 
rency of the neighboring States. It is told if itis to 
do this, it must be by chartering these six banks 
with power to deal in irredeemable paper. 

But it is nota quesiion of recharter. The sole 
and solitary question is, whether Congress shall 
charter de novo six banks of the District of Colum- 
bia, with power to deal in notes of suspended 
banks, to legalize the continuation and increase of 
an irredeemable currency. With a perfect know- 
ledge of the result; knowing that every condition of 
such charters is at the mercy of the banks them. 





selves; that they may violate law, and will be in- 
demnified by those who make the law; that they 
are but chartered plunderers of the people; who that 
goes for banks can say they do not doso with a per- 
fect knowledge of their crimes? He (Mr. ALLEN) 
would say to the opposite side, “Stand forth from 
among you the man who will say the whole bank- 
ing system of the country is not rotten to the very 
core; and yet who is not ready to perpetuate that 
very state of things, wherever and whensoever an 
opportunity offers.” And this is legislating for the 
people of the District of Columbia! What is there 
in this bill to show it is for the benefit of the peo- 
ple? Whatis there in it to restrain the banks 
from taking the last bed from under the poor 
laborer or mechanic who is of the people? Look 
round the streets of this city and seethe misera- 
ble furniture of the poor offered day by day for 
public sale, to pay their debts Does the misery 
or destitution of the owner exempt his effects from 
the operation of law? No; he is one of the peo- 
ple. Is it so with these banks when they owe the 
people? Are they made to pay their debts by the 


| laws?) No; they may violate the law and then 


come up here and ask their violations to be le- 
galized. This is the way the people of the District 
of Columbia are to be benefited by charteiing these 
banks to deal in irredeemable currency. 

He, and the friends with whom he acted, had 
been taunted from the other side with saying the 
same things over and over against banking institu- 
tions. This would not prevent him and them 
from repeating again and again what he and they 
had to say on the subject. Truth makes no im- 
pression on those who are unaccustomed to it, till 
it is repeated again and again. By dint of knock- 
ing incessantly at obtuse substances, some impres- 
sion may be made; at least he and his friends were 
determined to try the experiment. The Senator 
from Louisiana[Mr. Barrow] had commented with 
some force on the fact, that there was a great re- 
semblance in all the speeches delivered at this side 
of the Chamber. He (Mr. ALLEN) admitted the 
force of the remark. It was necessarily so; for it 
grew out ef the fact that, in principle, he and his 
friends were uniform and indivisible. Whenever 


there is uniformity'and harmony of princip'esamong - 


men, their thoughts and their utterance of them 
will possess, naturally, great similitude. Great va- 
rety and diverging ranges of speech-making be- 
longed to those who possessed great variety of opi- 
nions and discordant principles. The only 
wonder was, how such discordant elements 
could be brought to bear on any fixed purpose; 
but there was a memorable example that they 
could, in the late Presidential eanvass; on 
which occasion gentlemen on the opposite side 
were found in one State making speeches against 
Abolition, in another in favor of it; at one place 
preaching in favor of a United States Bank, and 
at another denouncing it in unmeasured terms; at 
one end of the Union advocating the wildest 
schemes of distribution of the sales of public 
lands, and at another recommending caution; 
making speeches bere for and there against the 
Antimasons. Yet great and versatile as were their 
opinions and principles, all uniting upon the one 
man who, in the Presidential chair, was to be the 
exponent of every shade of opinion and every 
motley principle. 

But it was no wonder that the Democratic party 
used a uniform language. Men who move straight 
forward to their object, do not leave the short un- 
varying path which leads directly to it. They 
have singleness of purpose in their thoughts, and 
therefore there is uniformity in their speech. And 
as to repeating their sentiments, it is part of their 
creed to do so, for they believe the truth cannot be 
repeated too often, and without deviation. Such 
and so great is the dense mass of error and misre- 
presentation which they have to combat, that it is 
only by reiterated blows of uniform intensity it 
can be demolished. 

We shall continue to repeat these things, (ob- 
served Mr. ALLen,) for we have to wake up the 
country. The people have to be roused to a sense 
of their danger. And when they throw off the 
slumber of delusion, and become wide awake to 
the trae principles of your banking system, its ad- 


vocates in this chamber will fly from it as rats flee 
from a burning barn. Not aman on those seats 
(pointing to the opposite side) will be found ready 
to say, “I was an advocate of the system.” : 

How was it when the GREAT MONSTER was jn 
full blast—when she was lavishing her blandish. 
ments on the ventiemen and their friends? No 
language that could be devised by the rul. 
ing genius of the party, none that could 
be drawn from the wells of literature, or 
fountains of poetry, not even from Shakspeare’s 
stores, was found adequate to the eulogies heaped 
upon the Great Regulater, and her pure, enlight. 
ened, immaculate Prezident. But now, not one 
spirit from that vasty deep, (pointing to the Ad. 
ministration side of the chamber,) can be conjured 
up to father those eulogies, or screen the subject 
of them from merited obloquy. Their favorite 
monster. is now dead, and its sweltering corse js 
cast on the filth heaps in the street, a moral putres- 
cence of rottenness; and the gentleman have fled 
precipitately from tke stench of its pestiferous car- 
eass, as they would from any thing foul, loath- 
some, and pestilential. To do justice to the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, it was some two years since 
he took occasion, with his usual tact and foresight, 
to cut himself loose from any contact with the 
rotting monster. When its baleful breath began 
to taint the contiguous air, he fled from its 
embraces in time. He fled early enough 
not to be within reach of the plague bloich, 
which its dying throes would create. Yes, two 
years ago, he who was her counsel! in the closet, 
her advocate in the forum, and her Ajax in the 
field, deserted her, and left her the prey of her im- 
maculate financier. It thought then it was better 
to suffer on than to lead on, and boasted of having 
absolved itself from its fatal connection with the 
General Government. Then it was that the im. 
maculate financier said he had abdicated politics. 
Napoleon at Fontainbleau abdicated; -but it was 
not, as he said, in favor of his son, but at the point 
of the bayonet. Mr. Biddle was going to be ho- 
nest, and would not embarrass himself in political 
broils. This wasa sufficient hint to politicians; 
and, accordingly, they began to look a little sharp- 
er, till they saw a rotten spot. The moment 
they discovered it, they fled from it; and now 
there they stand, and not one of them will 
utter a single syllable in favor of the s'ench-rais- 
ing mons'er. That abdication took place in the 
form of a letter from Mr. Biddle; but it was not 
an abdication in favor of his son. He was sent 
off to Elba, and then to St. Helena; but his son, 
the King of Rome, was not raised to the throne; 
for another dynasty was on the tapis—a dynasty 
more efficient in despotism, to be supported by all 
the piliars of power, from the largest to the smallest 
in the land. They are to stand around this monster 
and keep it from being pulled down by repeal—a 
measure that was yesterday designated civil war; 
buta word on that hereafter; suffice it to say, that 
no threats as tothe expedition or violence with 
which this new monster is to be brought into ex- 
istence will terrify those who are epposed to it, or 
prevent them from strangling it in its birth, if they 
can, and if they cannot, from waging a never-end- 
ing war agajnst it, till it is laid prostrate by repeal. 
The parents of this new monster were not so nume- 
rous or formidable as to discourage the determined. 
The new monster will not have sufficient means to 
pay the legion of its defenders, as well as the old 
monster paid them. The thirty millions will not 
hold out long amongst so many greedy for the prey. 
As they are gorged and drop off when no more is 
to be got, we will keep on steadily waging war on 
the exhausted monster till we cut the ligament 
which is to connect it with the Bank of England 
and give British influence a preponderance in this 
country. For, what else is this monster to be, but 
a branch of the Bank of England? It is reserved 
for the American people, under this dynasty, to see 
the spectacle of their Government going into cohoot 
with the aristocrat noblility of England, in an insti- 
tution, the capital of which is to be furnished and 
to be influenced by Great Britain. How else is it 


to be furnished? You have no surplus capital of 
your own tospare. The capital for your monster 
will have to be subscribe in England; and of this the 
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